
f'-

laelent History Sbudv $:'mmar:r

Ir,per!.a.l itJ gh, Pasadena
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Soclrl Studles DaPartnenrt

hcnr 1o?8 to <r9

Sris sururaty cov€rs the history o{ faff}on{a-
b* li.o aeltn of .Anraphel in 1938 ro the faLL
oi tit" BabyloarLan 

-*rpfue at the hands of the
Persian and I'iudian arnries in the year !39'.
ihis rqaturial lc based car Volurno I of b'
Hoohrs g,gsgggi@ of Forld }Iis!€St T9 |i"
3.ectiilelffifs portion of ancient trisboly
irom the Anrbassadbr CoLLege l'lor1d Hislcry
classes in Novernber, 1963.

ltlsnotu!.deSyrealized-tn.ltAbraharahadagreatitrE'actmthehistoryof
l8esopotarnia in t,he year 1938 B.C. I

I'r 1936 Shinar or slnerirr fu souti:ern l'lesopotamilFs.doninated w the clty of

Eroch or Urr:k - - tt'," f arnous fftti fynasty of E'ich. fttis qynasty had boasted such '

uqrld-farnous r.rlers as Cush, Ni;odr-and ilonist- Fo]-lov5ng the death cf llonrs or Gil-
i*lil-i, iq|g,, rril """ arurlpiror tolk ovc'r for 30 years. Brrt lniaphelrs reign uas

crrt short in 19381 - - - .o,"'e' As*ttt Earrte SangP a- Qtl
The stcry is j:: Cur." ieveals 3 8re,at APErrr.lln f,rrricire

in tire <leys o! Abrchan urrder f;{ f""31'Trf"iu - Araraphel, Irio6, Ch-e<lor1acner, an'i

fia*. :=aci., c,f frr."iJ.'.G":rl6.ffifoffi.rtaLn segaent of this groat roaL:n.

Anraphgl. as already stated, was tiro guccessor of hls fataer, Honrs or rjilganech,

the son of Serrtrqnis. 'He controlled colthcm Mescpotamla or Shlnsr frorn thc

cl.tay of Erocb, 
-tlu 

y"os of his retgn are 1968-38. grinar r"ras leis porticrn of ti:e
lcsyrian reaLa.

Ariocb is nentic,ncd trext in Genesis 1lrz1. He nr1ed from the city of ELLasar'

sltorffiti" "iw or Asar o" i"uu*l so'ttris kEg *? i 99ntro1 of ggl$g }ieso-

potsm{a. ffi" p""ioa of *f" 1s also the 30 yearlt frorn 1968-38'

Ile uas ki-ng of E3.era in this period.
daies of liis reign are not h:out.

?tda,l is the Last Elg 'Ptif:d:, I"J*?u, T::., }i;: ffi:,'3 ::11*
Asia llilor

* ooffiui" nl'Jiiil"i"T;:";;"Jlri-[r."t rianr ls ca1].ed "lcins of naticart." fre ]io'
,. r, !L:- 6h,\lrll alllu vv++q I

breu word for ,traticnsn is aoiin. 
' This is a rof crence. to Asia }1nor b::i::-:* ::""

:i";#"il:ui'i*"il"io"ir'"t*-afiffi' ;;6";;d or a,va+"q "t_?:Pll::*Tll-.*llY."lll.l'jir"i,ft";i::"1"1;; ;"lr;i ;;ii;";",,e-atterapts io q1i1i tne'nri:rg nations or
r. t -. - 

- - 
J-L^ 

-.'I 
n- nf

ffi:T:;*T'L'#'1";:";";;;;,r""";;v:"'^rTlh;,I'::* :f t:.1?:: T::t-5:.:T""il1:,:":lffi"';ili:,r;;;y: 'fi-I-i,ol"-"-l;di*-*c *a go,'"tll- nrrs:rs c'ver sevoral dirrc::ent

nations and peoples.

llotlce then t Thr: Ass:,irian i'eaLla lr: thc tine of Abrahan stretched fron E3'an and

sli:rar through nc,rthein l.icsopotaiJulnc *to Asia l,rinor t But e'en beyond that, it ev'-

iind-;cl into Srrcpe. bocause Assyriarrs irad nigrated. thrre as early as 21lr2l Eow vast

tbe ancient Assyrian rtrpire actual\y wss iras ncver bear f\rl]y reaLized !

a-t t5i
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,'lc',l rcad the story in Oenesis
r-',1-ers in s.rbjccLicn for 12 ycarg
jn igjg tire rfrraanites r.:b;ll eC and

el.n:ios cane j^nto thr; region to put

?aga 2

1L Thc Asryrians irad held tho Canaanlte
(verse /r) - the period 1952 to 19/p. But
in 1938 the four Assyrian lead:rs and thelr
clor,ar this rebclJ.ion (vorse 5), Thoy uere

;; " ii;l 
-ffi 

*T t;i : 
" lil:,, H?.' hw'gm

Actually God uanted this to happen beczuse Abraltan. $ras to be His instrunent
in iral-Lini; t-he p"*Je""yrienst Th;-story is tolcl irr vcrse 12 thrcugb 16. _Abrahaut
,u,-t,fr;18 [raineb reta5ners, pursued thr: Ass;rrians, cauglrt up uith then at Dsr

""a "1"" 
tl:en L'i lhe-;;giui rrot'-rcen Dan and Dsraasctrsl The P]:f .nreatest Assrrl-a

@ ir that ;]g r'rere all s.laurl'tcr''d i-l cno niqhtl

!h,-r Asqfrian ertry was, of course, rnr'ci:..Iarger tha:r Abrah?Tlo group of-318t
A'orai:$rc cou-1,1 ""i rl""" ace'on.rlishect tlris astoiurclir'.g success rdtircrut the holp of
Cocl. The.J-"c,1e pictarc oi th:is ti-Irc i.lnpl-ies tirat the Asqrrians were irnnosJng

i.,1a govl:'r.ulent aiicl ul., religlrn r,,,ir!ch w'-rril ljr$o.-i'-t?ry:ed S!..g+ t+owle$sg.€
gg4 I" !!g r*;rldt And they-woulcl h"rws-; hlt Gcd; through tire. instunenbality
E-iiG "o"-t, 

-Afrrairan, fnrt cn end to it t Tire Ai;syrj.ans of that day were ga5nlng

tco :'.scii pover, Gcd used Abraham to cut tlten dotot tr, size t

'irr.,,i'": -:e r pflrol-lel in our day: ccd ha3ltB8i n"ituin and Am91i9a, in tb9.
Ilr.-r r A9 q

Fir.st and Secona Woricl r,,Iars, bo put a stop t'C *:at othervise r.lould have reslrlted
!r complete control of the i,-orldty Fascisn, the Assyrian bpire jn nodern ti.nesl

lr.sslniia, thep, net cmshing tiisastor jn 1938. It iook over a cenhrrg to
r,rsi,oi'e ii,e .1,=syrian realn tc the status of a najr:r pol;cr again. Tirc story of
boil-r a:rcient ancl nod;rn Assyria j.s cne of crasirj.::g Cefcats and seeraingly rnlraor-: -lous returns to polrer - anh its 1p,3shrst irirxnph and fjnal collapse U-es just
a feru years ahead I

feu ac.r: ht *a-?ec,o t?il ,,n /f7
To rctrrn to t ia in 1935_

the iristexy of 3abyI{riia or southern l4:sopctaraia is practical\y rarh:orn ti'l'l the
tino of l,ular-zaggiri (165?-1Qz). Fora.pcri,.d o:l -@t three gg!*IlSi. no
irnportant f,: storicat events have ccrne to 1ir:ht for fhis part of the ancLEat ncld.
T5i ancient rccords have bcen lost. If lrrportant o.ronts had taken pl.ace uhlab
j,rarl atr i.rpar titircs: r.ritlr viron Gcd was r.lorking, rlcre would have been prtse$ed.. &tt
sj:ee tl:is p,:rio{ has no actuqi--relations}rip to a greatcr rsrderstanding of the
3il1e it is ir.q! necessary f,o rFF''e the cietails. : -- . Itr tcnrs of

*tAt(rt
.gW{,i:I.Lthenucu,-"oryfactseb;,ut.ttra-..star.',!1g*aGd-e.rd5'ngda'teg"a&&insW
g;g available.

Tne ci;rnasty of ilaloazi is a typical exanple in this perlod. It bega at.r
very earl;i tjle iir the yoar 2137. 

- 
Th5-s is ihe year that Senlranis retunred to

.fgpt 30 yoars after tire cleatti of iiirnrod. Though stre rcturaed to .@!, ber re-
r.ftLo..n"L thcls also l:aij an influcnce j.n I'bsopotaraia and Sinar. Her foe
ccie:.'e.-r iire cntire ci.viLj.zed worLd. The inrplication is that, ir gsrptr tlere
.,;.as u i;::eciual reti:rn to por.rrr riuri.lg thc 30 years by tirose uttg srlporte$- Tb*t't.. 21')i, she dlcirl.,d i}:ai stre r.riruld lave suf ficient su5ryort -t!-rat 

she corild dare
tc, ar:peir :*n prt:lic once nore in .,lg4pt. Titts tiro Q'reasty of HanazL had t cm-
n,.jrrtt-cn -,ath th.: return to pow.:r'oi -St:.riri.:rarrrislr or Isht,ar in E$fpt. thls dtrnagtfl
as r.ell. irs kecll If 'ori,icli ftllol.rixl it, '*ere ricti'rl according' to 'tthe fr of Ishtat
Ib r,ns eoi:lnc:rp1.cce to dato r.:igns in i,l,t ttlErs of Ishtar.rr-(Sr:c p^gufr5-6 ot
Vo-l-rne f of bhc Cor.pS4igrn.)

aanite ri-ngs - 
'trut i,hey raade tlre rn:istake

I

/56' f[- ].
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ilamazi ccntinued t1lL 1Tn - a tctaL of 360 years. Chronologica]l$
the total duration of this lengthy dynasty is lnou:. But l-ntcnralLy - l'dt-birt

this gnasiy - no fonSths of ieibr ire inorn_._ .They. have- not. beeNr preseruec.
ftu "*" of'onl.,--on" d"g is stid. e::tant - I{adarrish - but the durati-cn: of'

!:is reign i.s unlmoun. ld:.at is noru, the location of the clty- of U@f itsSlf
has ncver been foundl

Tirc point is tlr:is: I{ere
nearJy four cenrturles - but
a priree LLlustrationr tbent
lqniian historY.

is an apparent\y great dynasty uhich lasts for
practic-ai1y nothing is k:oln abcrut it ! fois is

o-f hou tooas.er reconds are for this tj.:ne in Baby-

arclraeologicaSJy qpeaking, &ep! presented €ar 19ps, dilflicltlgv !].* Yt?_
potard.a.- 

-s., 

" Etoil"r -isrpt 
i !- p*E i i g @p{-s-EE-h? s TB * in }de scp otant a.

In Sgtpt the torob-s ara pliinlas of tbe pEaraonf-Uave protected the relicc of
Irr"E"-"i 

^na 
tr,"ro arttlicts are readLly available to lhe archaeorogLst. -Brt

!l;;"e;t."ia is aifferent. Ir this regicn: tlt9": are literalJy hr:ndreds and

i,t-a'"*io of ggg (caffea !"LL?.1 lgnlatfr Pi.h are to be for:nd the remainr
of torsrs ard cit$s. r11 orffi find rltrat is r:nder thess mound.s the arcbaecL-

ogist rnrst grccatt"t"-ttt*. Ihis excavation i.s an o:cteorslw and expen?1ve-p{T-
j;;t 

"it; entailing rr.,rniruas of workers,_years.of ti.no,^anc1. thousancls of dolLarsl
Thus nc inclividuJ-i*"* can affora to dig up the past- in these 6r€8!r arcbaeo'

lcgical u*"orr"tifir;tffiiT"; [t,"' tjo*cing ;f a larg-o r.rniversity or sjrri]'ar insti-
tuti.on llhieh carr :

;;;. involved, 
-relatlvcly }lttlc ig i,raorar about.llcs,op:tan+: as a virole. For'

tffi,i;' f ":t":X ii;;*m ii"T'iit I$ le"E:l a']"3tfl , 
(H 

J' ofr 3"Tillu S o
of the liear East. : . I llorosver, it shoulcl be ercphaslzcd that
eLrugb iacts have bcen preservec or unccverol r.ftictr make it possible to restore
tii...) chrenolory of a'Icieirt tj-nes since bhe Elood:--S1 ?edxl facts ale available'
Bui naqy namns, ovonts, ancl other de;tails arc stiLl unislow!.

J.c.t.z. tta-y'
To repeat: There are verY feu

tlre perioa lg:e lo 1657. Horreverr- : 4lt1: it-hT* *-T!^th:
of Batylcnia for
yoar 1828. Jn

firs';il;-nJlrir* d;;; s,,"cu"au6 in th9 Babylorian_itopl-re, and the;rceforth
^-^ a24 ^4fi6r*i" ila' i[ta;;;;";; -a part of-the sp^'1:".eo.?"-: tll" ^:3i*?1,il;"*.;i; ;ildGisgt r"ti*+!i.i. Eron this il, i: i?::,l:t,ln:-*H::"

;;:"# ;"ffiffi ffi year'- aner !h?t_dur:1t,_! I"lesti''e
ai ti:e hancls of God and Airahan. But no f'u'ther details ai'c lcrorsr'

Tlic y3ar 1823 also r,ritnesscd the cicfoat of the city mc1 bnasty cf 'tsech

by the city of Ur. Tn other *o1ao, thtr First Qpnasty of lrech was suco;ded bry

Ur I i:i i,l:at year. The famcus r$lt Qpasty of -r!'och uas grcat\r weaken:e bf-

tiie death of .Aooraphel in 193g. uenrortirer"oi it contjru'd rrnd.r six adciticoai
relatively *tir;;;;t;i'ii[g1"-r"o"* Ctg" till t6e vcar 1828. B]t at that
jr:rrcture th,: .i.,"nlstr 

-"*eru["ty 
""u".d 

ancl nas su""eeded W the ]ringsilip of Ur'

ec1 the Years frmThe First, SnastY of Ur cor
r62s io-r?fr-.- ib[;-i;rr- rcy il;[; tirs rise of lrEa]--zaqqisl)t rhese nrlors
*ers Mes-Arnei-padcla (toze-t7/glt uis-klag-tinnna fil/f,-irilqlt $*t" (171b1693),

nlltt",ll"U' 5i j : il #=ii 
-*,1* 

"H:,HtH:"i"*'ffi' 
$'#.: :::- "'

heavily Mrigl

/5i
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Tlris iclrg iist ir; i]*luc'crat1y6 r;'f ti:c fact that il:e ca1'\r $:.cicriang

*t" Igg!!1g i',ti Cush:-!c pcc'pies r'drl havc si:rce rdfjratccl- to :@[ lil:e

i;guffi-,-"4 ,$![ffini' 14, scirolars was ac bually tho langra.g: o.f '"i'.e

#*,*,mrfril5 il"ii];,l 1l"l,,l"lH,:":i:J*'ti:r'ffi;+1"-iET .
cllrcct rolatlonsulp to thc Ba:+,rr lanrrisrgs cf ll,tc $."tliilp o{ -E-lt +lliqgl
i[-is urrter pointeh out ttraFe-nyffiE ln nod,:rn Bantu'b'ave-plairJl: 'b':oe

d.etlvod' frm' the arlcieat $11':ritrlr

An addlticnal proof of this ls tnat the Asslaians conncntv spoke of
pecpfe-vho Livecl friS.rneriras trblack heaCs." Thi:_:ryTery-1c81 r,ras not rx-
clusively u a*r""ipti"" lf their halr but it inplied bl.agk

"oorl
lhcugh:lrcchls donir-ration 1;assed to ur-iTrg 1u"* sen39 1{r 1828 there

uer.r; other li"gs on thr: sceno in Slij.:rar. H.TTle il Islcun atrcut i;heir e'o-

tlvitles but t[;b existcr:,ce sl:t:ulci be noted. fnsre vere lcings fron the
citir of f,lsh - 

qpnasq'TI of iijsh - th.ugh nanes of indj.vidrial l:inr-:s *:rd

the-fu' reigns ;;arJC nc't tr:en prestrved. There r"ras also a line of lii:3ldcan
Id:cgs. A[ ti.ri.s eari;, tirue ihe Chalcleans uere a trlbal rqther tiran a city
fo;1E and so art not ii:{.grat'xi as reigning fronr any partieular ciQ'-. ehaily
if.*o vas the Qynasty of Hanail drich iras a.beady been discussedr

Just sxactlry uhat peoples .i-i'red in $iinar at this tine is not -not,Irl.

llor.rerrer it is possible ic galn a partiaL pLchrre at least. Obviou*ely the

citios or larger bor.aos rnrst, ttave bcen con'posed cf nu5: Fqg.EP99g&.3
there uere certai:lly Hardtic folk cf rnore tlian cne farily, there uere

S."roitu", Chaldeansl Assyrians, Arnremian (eramafc) bus5-ncs*len, and cthers'
In short, the cities uere a nass of ggt|U"?4 pqr:laticn 

- 
vfricb r+oriC ba fibtint'J

Qplca1 of nat:rlqn. the criginatin6 point of glgt

?agc .t

The blg citios i'r thc Uni',:r1 Sl,ates t;alay are a prin3 o:ranple cf tiris.
lew york ls nlJi a i;rr';;-sa1 &rrrri.c;-,:r cttyl .IJ thc bllh, li1,; G':rl'rn"1s, ttrc. Je'.{sr

lho Pclos, the creni:s, ti,c-frffir_ llil thc Frcrto Rlcans ucro rejl'svedrrlri;ro
r.rc-ru1cl be uo ttew iorfJ' ,..1r?thi+4 ,ti- tltu poJrulation of our ,greaturt city 15

J,.:rlish-a1flth.,r,,n'rl'iffir.in1yavarietyof@!!I9!'l!Iasc.i-l.ri;tnnD.C.'
ifre nationls capitcl, |rs fs,I norc !'lcgrr>cs L1vi1g rdtlrin lt pcrce--tr:glwisc
than i_n any ottr"r,"ujot Ar:erican ciff: thc ease Df Cb-i-cago is sl'::rj.1ar. The

foreler ,:ler,rent t"ndl to qatl:r in tire citics" Srcir is the cas': tciay end. it
ttA;-[6'a ;arcE e rcient 3e[']-t:nia.

q ,hrore e. 2- t

Qteen IS*BSba and fanflv

h 1?48 an unugual nr'ler appearerl:n lhe sceno ln BabyJ'cni-a. r?ris ru'rer
,$ras a og*gg - th; iu,r*" gggp I'tr-Eabal Sre nrLed for 100 irears - 174*1€18

- certai-yt\' a lengtir;. r":.fffitln posglble. fo'r t'hat dry' lier cenh:ry-long

roign co;prlses iii5 "itUeryl of the fbii:d [rrast;'' of K[sh. I yoar 'r:efore si:e

diei, "" il -s!,a11. sce, tbe farnotrs L'Lrgal-Jagglsi ''*as to brin'3 tra$g[ intc !:er

lifc,./

The fanilr hcc!:i,:ounc1 oj'?-r.:eu Ku-llstja l-s unlfioun. llc cocu|:cnl has besr

lcilr,l to ::cveal rr;:,: l..:r rusbar.d r;r' fatlicr 1af.13r It j's lncr"n iil'r'; ;rt o;:e tilte
she 5rd beon a lrine p:rcl.ant. It has b;r-:u su;gr:si,cd l;hat hgr title right i-rct-

ter have bi:en trblr naiCrt thcO trcpcelitt li;1,,1 t:et SIltJ cu.r'J-C p:cperly bc ci:irso-
terized as'ra;rahirb of s:ii-r1arl't It is moro thar:likely thct sir: t1'ld h:r bes'u

,ut*u



the r'act that it had Asqp'ian backin6 and support. .iEsh hadqa.3$!gg,9 witb
Asslria ! Queen ifu-Baba probab\y hrd nmch tcii.dt'h bni:r.ging this all r ance irto

Babylorie iron 1938 to 539 continued kge 5

to emrLate the notorj.<rus lC:,tar or Sanirarnit in gejnS-ng politcal prordnence.
l{L,:itovar the caso, Ku-Baba rr&s g faro.r.: tJornan,

Little is knaim of her reign unbl1 the year 1680. Prlor to tiris year
the agirg Queen hacl, galned unus:al reputat5.on for her "piours deedsn Curing
the tine of the reJ-gn of king hran:rSehan of Aksilak, a dynosty r,rhicb hed
also begur in 1718. trs a rosul-t of tbese deeds, uhen hrsu$-.9ha.r died tn
168A, the gg of llr-Baba came to rcyal estate. His name r,ras Puzr::r-.Sin. Hit
ac4r-isiticn of a throne corrnq:ced the @!! Dynasty of Kish l&lch paralled
the last year! of his uothcrts reLgr. Rrzur-Sin nrled fon 25 yearr - 1680.
-1655.

tho year 1617, tuo years bcforc the end cf the roign of Puzr:rr-Sinr tno
lqpcriant over:ts took placo in Shina::. First, the D;'rrasty of Awar ccnneuced
in the regicn of ir3-an. Secord -- and of greaber slgnlficance for the present
storlp * 16rl wLboessed the begtn:ring of the reign of luga1-Zaggisd..ln bech I

fn $55 the se,n of Rrzun-Sin and the granCson of K:,-Baba, Ur-Zababa,
ascended the ibrone of lg.sh. His roign mg to end in tra6edy onfy sj.x short
ypets lat:r. ilcuerrr:r, durtng hic brief reign he had, as hl.s ctrpbealer, ! yourlg-&r'if{ 

was clestjJlecl lo beconc r.rcrlci-far,rous] His nane uas Sargcn. IIe uculd
bccone Sarqcn thc Great of A!*adl*

ijow here is sonething irr"portant to rrnCerstancl for the eveats about to be
diss.isscd: The p:'esent 4'::asty of Kish, thougl: not an Asslrrian {ynasty prq)ert
diri [ave a ve]y Cefj:ritc relationship to Asqrria, ft oued its prordnance to

existei:ce. trnC she nerned her sor ruzu:t.ltrr. rrPuzurt is a conncn Assyrian nalte.
&r e;:an'ple ls the laier erryt**.$1:raned nSargo::tr 1gArr e;:an'ple ls the laier Assyg:ig;:rfltg :ra:red Sggg-Assur. The nano nSsrgca:rl

*:o.* ft#4un nan6. .r^l^*:-.;Hg*; 1:,9"*ut, uho Ls associated vitita-Lso ar asqlf,.}an narle.
Ai*ad, aS{trIers naroed Sargcnr are fron Assyria.

L, -Z .t t' '-- Yets /6-??
And now for the fateft-1-i'ear of 16/+91 trn the r.rinter of 16p164.9 ttre arnies

of the Asqrrlan &p'lre attacked trrdla in an qttercpt to e>pald tbe Asqrian real-s
tomri the east. Dro to an rppare?rtly niraculous iatervettior by Gcd thror6h
the use of r.'eather they nt-.t a cnrshing dcfcat t This had signl{lcant effccts clt:

noljt.ical ccnditions baci: in I'bsopotan:ia !

Lugal-3aggisi, reb,ernbcr, hacl escsrdc;rl the thronc of, Srech (Un:k) in 155/.
lior,', :n 16/*9, r.rhen uord wsg received that Acsyriars arrsies had bcen cmshed ix
}roia, l,e sar,r l".is qsoortunity. Asqmia lras seriouslT uealcened and eould no
lcagi;r sntpp.rtEt coarfederate, blie Fsurth Qy"nasty of Kis! r!d. its kingr Ur-.
Zablba, gran.rson of a*e.rn K:-biba. Ipcal-Zagglsi attaclced lisbr cc/llojlerecl the
city, una Ur-Z"U"tr" was slajn I lbe lnhabitsnts uere s,:nt Lnto extle I .AnCr i."
aaeilicr: t@s arehaeolc;gical e'.dcl';lrce of g iLg$ lrtgl at the.
city of t'jsh virich indicates that llgal-Zaggisi and his forces aetuallJ' openeC

the ,-)rphrates River and causcd it to f1o!r over the city to 1t would be flcoded
a::d renCercd r:ni-nhabitable I

The sitgation ln $rinar: Asqria had rnet cnrshS.ng defert. Ur-Zabeba of
KilS IV uas deado T[e lnhabitants of ]Csh had becorne a band of n]isplaced

Pers.:ns." [i.sh hed been srrbraerged by a nen-rnade floodt t'u€*r.l-Zeggisi ttt F
practica$ ucrcortested conbrol of the region, hd, one year later, in 16/*8t

iuoorr fu-Bababe clied thus cnding her-reign "1 190 long years! $rch vas the
ffisT.ffisE-the actiory4glg! vcar of 16L91

/5/
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King il:1:ri-Zalgisi tltsr:rv:s sc)Dlc cl-crsc atiention rt ihis crucisl ,iri:ro-
hrre. i{e reignrd fcr 2J yoers - fssp 1b57 to 163?. H5-s reign cc,nprises
thc entire Ttjrd Qa:csly of iircch (as sirowt cn tire cirart). In tlie siandard
high schooL ancisnt i-.istory tr:xt Lugal-Zoggisi i,s alwys bhe flrst nr-lar .:aen-
tl,:nod as beinl; irrpar|,ant in thc irlstory of Baliylonia. Cne ;tt,i.cr bigb text
of recent prl*rtilg oresents ti':j.s diccr:ssion of hivl:

...The first great nci-Li-tary conqu.eror uh.ose aane
appoars in the historicaL reeord as Lugai-Zaggisi
..ruho ccnquorr:d all thc otlter citLes in the i-oraer
va11ey, ilis conquesbs were spactaculer jrr his ow:.

Cay, but seen rath:r small to us now. At its
height, lris pTeat enpire 1,ras oil1f abcut ihe size
cf l'Jr:',r l{anpshire. Laf,r:r, hlal-Zaggisi ves ds-
feated and captur,.rd 'bi' another anbitious ldngt
Sargcn cf Akkid. (3:t: pagc s l+U/+1 of Lclui $!g
in ii:: (l-d ',ioriC lry_Cassidy and Southirorthr Cc-
lr"ubus, Ci:lc, 196/o.)

Iugal-Zagf,i-si nscend',,i. the ii:rcne Ln 16f1. ISght yeart later he had
become the doninanl, n;-ler' ,:.,f S.rn:ria or Sltinar. But irl 17 ncro years his
reign uas to end. Hcrl this cccrrifed is the next part of the occrt'r-lt'ttr

S:irlc,n ,i€ Aklad

h:rlng his shol:t rei-5n c,f six y,rars tTr-Zebaba hed ag his cr-:pi:ea!'rra ycutg
Assyrlan named Sargcn. Sargon r,rars rl..:stinad tc bacone cnc of thg t<;sb fa:r:us
nrlers of hls'rra! Ir, sj,cuJ-c1,..!J:l nointed ou.t thst a itcupbaarert t1oe's ncre than
si,rve a lcing r^rj.";" i."'ih1l7"i;;Uff[" car:s direc{:ly i:rto thc kin;rs nresence
often end thus inew n':st of the rt.rjor affalrs :rnil orcblens rf the rcaLn. Ac-
tually lio was a cor.,fi lant and iicl'.'isor e,lf th,.; 1'11l,rri t,:i'.on hc st:rv':ci, h thl Di-ile
it tg recor,ied that ii.:hr,rnjal: uas bhe cupbearer ()f Fjrig Arta::er::es (iich.-niah 1l1i).
Thus the pcsii:lo, ci cui',L,rilrr:r }rus,rne r:f s5-gni-i'icltnt -i:tpc-rbance rnd n1\r e'7orrr
ablc indivldual c,:u1'.1 b:: e;'rtn.rst"rd r"d.th it.

Rccall the :v'nts of 16.{.9. tir-Zal;aher grantlsorr of O:,'o.n fir:-3ul::l a-'$l l:l:r
only pg,, r.ras s'lajl in the attaclc urdcr Lugal-Za3i.Lsi. Ccnsen'::i:i.1y l(u--Fabe

!ffii.ffi-her grapCacir, and yi'ls ','j-tir:tlt scxreonrs t.: gucceeC hcr. Slr > fcl;:rd lt
necessary to iAcet Jcr:eone in placn-- of har hoir i:ior+ t1aed. i{er clrcice r;es',he
Iomgr pupular;nd :ble cu-pbcarcr, Sargon I ,?hus r,fien Sc'r6on latcr dcelared
it ot-ho- haa a i:g:rl ri.ght to pcSilictl poi"ter due to this acioptirn h.e ',.r€s :rof,
jrrst noking a falso, tn"rnped-rip politlcal clafua. _lilt. clain r"ms, in faet, 

_a
ieal. care.. The cLrcnclcgJcal facts for thie perJ-od, ltren nroperl5r 15sbcrcd,
prove ttris. lhis is r..ay ttre records eJ.so state that Sergon was t'Kjng of lQsbt'
as ue1I as Akkad!

i.lote llris also: Ycars lator, after gainlng poucr in 1632, it is rcccrrl':d
that lgrgog r.vstcred i:i:: d.lgclaced inhpbitgn.tp E ggg t" t!"+I es'!j.pt'i1s.t dSslg.--:tt

king;FEa@ restored fr$, he_or<1ered_thcrn to tqke-agaln
po"Iussld of'll*lffitfl lffit"t"tttr @!.glg e.srcna T?:tsr-p. 267)" .ltis
infornabicn fi11e i.rr, bh"n, ![s ;:cr1;' Uce]qicntnd of SerSon nnd o;i:lai:rs, :',:j' he

e,us on f:'iendly t':rlr lith-thc perople of Ii'sh" The rc5ral fanl1;'-':f irlsb'-'t:eon
Ku-Baba rnrd kj16 Ur-Z:baba, had h:lped hin .t.ay the politca] fcu:rciatic'ns for
later greatn:ss.

/t{lr* (o
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lieir) to 1632 - 
a space of 16 short jrearu - jfturgon r.ras at work prcpaii:rg

to establish iri-r'rself as ld-ng and rrrler. Theg * 1633, he hed narshal-led encmgh
pormr to_ be able to cvethrov &ech sad defeat Ilgd-Zaggls5., the destrcyer of
ffSUt T.*C 2474 //4 ./s ?.rtd Ace€t:':tl',, "t,r'-..1: E^t S...f*itSr.w,

Thus 1639)iK t pivotal year in the histor;r cf Batylonie, It narked the
encl of the reign of lHgalr-Zaggisi and the connencerrent cf the 55-year reign of
Sargo:. The rise of Sargcn, l*to l*ts an Asqrrlan, also ectually sLgnifies the
return of Asqrrian donainaticcr in tlr-is area. lhe year 161y9 haci witnessed the
loss of donri::aticn by Ass;rrla due to tho defeat i:o India end the suddcrc assault
of I.rrgal-Zeggist rrho te.ryorarily doainated Shinar. Brrt nou the rcX'a1 Asqmian
line of Stu:er, represcnteci b' Sargcar (a: $ss1':rian naroe lrhicb nevcr lppears arg'-
uhere l-ater ,rxcept 5*n Assyeior king }Lsts), reh:.nrs to pouer in Southern
llesopotaruia 5n 1632 after a lGyear interruption.

In 1632, then, the polittca3. pg passed froa hgal-Zoggis5. and the
cLty of Er;ch to Aldcad grd Sareoao The gr,:;atest nrne ln Babyloniaur hi3torg
il this period is unquestionab\y that of Sargcnr. He is t.tsua11y spo!:en of
as Sar3on trti:.e Gtelt.'t This r.ras not a:r exaggeraticar. He reignerl for 55
1mg and eventf\:.l years lborc 1632 t,c 1577. (ttris correct datlng pro,res Sar-
gon to be a cont3niporarXr of }losesl father, Alrrqr'r. Seo Erodi.rs 622Q. lioses
rns borrr Ln 15€1.)

g.ri.te a bit has beerr Learned about Sargon and his con4rests. After
tiefeat5.:ag Lr:gal-Zaggisi be conquereC alL of $uer to the Persier g'r4Jr in
r.riricS hel^rashed his w*apons.r Ea then qitended his dcnain ln n]] dlrectico:st
srbjugating :anxc to the eqst aord cocqrerLng the uestem regicnrs alca:g the
upp€r :\rphrates to tle lleCiteranesr. AcccrrlSng to his cur hscrip?lons
Sargon rerched the Ananus and Tanrus ncuntains and thei= are indicatiors
thai iris donain reachcd into .Anatolia. Ag a res.rlt the new capitalr Al!'.edt
becane the ceater of a vast e:".pire, uhero ships brotrgb.t riches fbom distr:rt
counbrles ecross tlre Persian gulf and up tbe river.

ht, in eclditlo: to th5-s, there are defjnite indicatLcrrs that $argoa had
*.r exteniive reah rlhicli extended to areas fal renoved lron the Mid€e Eas! I
luo fa.naous jorrneys are rriccrded for Sergon: At one'vine ho rnorie a_trip 3$|!
to the rti.iestcrrr -Scatt 

ancl Cld not rcturn fron over thg r'raters fntil throe yegrs
latrro Inother tine he made a trlp tr-' the niastetn Sea" and dld nct retu:m
until scven years had olapsadl Nou if Sargon only uent 9ve1 tfe l"rod'ite$an:rn
and the persienlrJ.f he certainly q2ent an unuJLral length of time crl board
Jip fo"- nrcl, cofoarative\y bhort vcyegesl i^lhat tbe elrirlence actualty pointl
sut is tirat Sargoi sai led tver the gtlentic and tlie Pacific Ceems to the

liew l.iorld I

liere aro sone interestlng factcrs in relatior to this: lhe Peruvlsn
Indians, ns proved by Dr, Hoeii in Volume ff of th"-.99&?n@, netually pr9-
sor',rerj tircir'history bacl: to the Torser of Babel ! i{ot'r in the pcriocl sltcrt\y
ift,y 1600, thej.r orcient l.inX list records thc'.' ccning to por.er of a new Line
of kings '.rith the title of "A-rraute, 

n 3 r.rord signifling o pli??t or liagian' 
.

In ctber uords this perlod, e>:actly jn thc-i1ne c-f Sargonr ti!":utei^thc o'ri-
gin of r./,:a+" could bJcalleC. the lIei:ian rcligion - or'_tJre .I9++"+t,"-gI .!E
l.liricile ,s3! 

- 
in th,: New 'dorlcl ai!on[: the ]nciians of Penr t Ri-gbt in i.h.r

ffi ffitr,t=* of Sargon a defj:rlte i:rpact fron the Micicile Eaet alters

/e/
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ti".r"i; 1 i ; -;tsrllv Ibs d Iu?T. q .!b: I+fl S^.ptP-S#"{.
.&H:id"io"tn" *#m'- ffiuS=,F@'E+-P" r:ise oi lresh rv, then, be-

r^-! -...--^* ;- 't 1?/- ,.,harr *.he l.}nrnst'.r of Al'*ad.'ffii4?; ? "*rn":e itiffiutp"'r"rE 1436 rfien the gp:astv of al

iinal1.' dled cnrt cornPk:teJY.
.? ,'rt3 &v), sr12 €errrto .4

RecaII, now, tt,otlGco t:35 th".gYli l'"9 b::1.!:-"1::i and cpprassing

*"h il:fu;;:'*t their arv or-po1-ttical- reclioni'g ms finatly to cinel rn

ilil ;"*JJi-ii*O Uhrb.egal car:re t'o. porcT^irr &'ecb' His bricf reign cf sovesr
^ R- - -L- tt ^, --\^ a^L llirrh o,::#""j'i;iii6; "";#;iiil""-u'!-""it"" brier-Qrnasf;i v or secb. utuhegrl

r !- -- !1, -! --^..1 ,l ---'ro hi n';"';b1- #';;;; "";;l;-;;*t io acl:iove sornething that would ass''ire bin

larting f aae. IIe uns oblc- to orcrtlucw the Guti, tliasc -lT"lg":ts li:c hed

clorrinrited the Llnd for 125 years oir,"u 1535t Th; ycar 1/+10 rnarks the ernd cf
the Guti Dynasty * thanlls tc Utr:hogal l

/ti
rq-q

Tiri:fi-rstrmjorblor"ltcth':&'ltadiaidorrinetionoflleeopotaniaandtl-:e
Near iast t"of pTa" " i lSZt, tbe t'*entieth year of the reign of }Iara*-si:r.

rn that yesr s ;;;i" ito"- litu east ca]-lec t]rc cut], 1e$ W *.rldupizlr'
lnvgdr:d the lan5 ;'f Sfi;. They clid not corpletely t'al'-e ccntrol of +"he

feals of l,Iaran-gin but nFltber eofld he drive then cnrt of tbe countrlr.

This is s-ustauiietca uy the fact t'bat Err.i.dupiair uslu?ed the till-es o:q

$as:]+sin. He clnine<1 to be as great " c.rrgto"F "sffi;;in-uas! lbe

Guti ar:r revoT p""i""toa as ruJ-i-ug fron arsr particular cLtl-. lheir in-i-
iioi ut",o"t , t#;-in t 535 ws sucqpssf\rl and erabled them to mal<e

.'- i.nroac'l.s into-iguopot""iu. ftttfn f':rr sltcrt d':cad'-s t'heir i':ncrcased

effcrtS L'ert] tc neet, vith eilren €Feattrr guccessj

The rrlti:catc disaster of Naran-Sin st,:$ek his lcingdom in 1500 -
the seccnc orc.'o,'t guccessfirl at'tacJ: cf tlre Guti hordest Naran-Sln ues

tcrpplecl fr"n poi^J;. 
-ih" Guti -destcy:e!-the 

erca of Akliad. A year later,
Ln 1/+99, Naran-;in-wos dead. IIe hai lived 1c'ng r':trough to see his elrpLre

ccllrpse. Eis il""u"ro", sttarurisharrL (lt*g*ln5), eane-to,a greatly

weakene,J thrcuro] fUu-"*u Sarkafrsha*i llsans ''kijjg of $-1- kings" tnrt

this mg an itilc boast t The grcatnocs of Alc:ac1 had passed' forever I

uto Gu.bi },nasty last.:d til'l 1lp1o. Apparentl;r this dynastl'' uas the

do;ainant *o #Sh:tritCr:ring this per5-od b? al&ost a cent'ryts drraticrn'
&rt it uas by i"-""*r the atrf' crrs. The successols of Nnran-Sin jn llclcad

hact a ti::r:ited nrle in ihe north.--C" Second $rn:astf, o-f Ur. (lSZ>ltgl) *uc

also in enist"nce, as ';e11 as the $rrasty of Au.lr in :l1an ir tbe east'

Then a1sc, :JI 1Ai72 the Fotrrth $:r1sty-of-Erech cane into being' Here

is the backgrcind: Sharkalisharrl' niled iill lnS in Akkad. But the three

years after ln; ^", charact:riu.a U a nobe L:a thc Ak!:aciirn lcing list ntb
thc p!.:ras. "3 yJ*r-oi "*fusicn.n 

Thrse kings are l1sted for the t!:-ree irears

of 1r+i{-1fiZ - Igigi, ilan'ura, and Ini - fufi"r.rtc, b:' a fourth, Pq (1fi2-51)l
Clear\,' the::e is a"niriced changa It tl: kirld. of nrlers uho carne to leadershlp

ln this *"*53t"oi al .tustyt nlring this period it bccana proverbLal to askl
ttJho uas ki-ng? t'ihc nas not? I'

D*i..n3 thi.s perit-rc of r,tallaess, upl-.caval, and, uncertainw a rival-{ynasq*'

aro'e at recil--'t5" Fourtb Dn,ssq ,:f lrech. Tha initial year of this new
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*""" l'll,'i::l ffi*:: iiTrl!,'H"tl;ftr;'i"frH'#"d: H;H":iT:"#*;
I:n that yesr s pery1e fron the east ca-].] eC tl:e Gutl, t-ed by brl&rpizi:t
lnvacled tf'e Uu.b of $.inar. They did not colpletely take ecntrol of +"he

ren] rn of liararpsln hrt nElther eould he fulve then cnrt of the countrlf.
?his is substantiat,;ti Ly the fact tbat Ergi-fuplalf usurped the t'i!l-es o:q

l]aU*+si& He clsine<l to bo as gre:rt a ccnqlrcror os llarr,r.sin uas! lbe
Outl-Ellever presentod as ruJ-irrg fron er4y particuLar clf,f,. their ini-
tla-1 atiack, t):tn, Ln 1535'*ras stlcfressfll and en:abled then to malce

'. j-lroaCs into i.bsopotarti.a. ftutln fcrr sltcrt d,:cad..s i,heir incrcased
effort! Lrerur tc neet r.d.th exten €Feator guccesgJ

The r{tjrcatc disaster of Naran-Sln st::uek hil lclngdom ln 1500 -the second orC nost duccessful attacJr cf the 0utL hordes I Naratir-Sla r.ns

toppled frcn pouer. The Guti destcg'ed the eree of Akliad. A year later,
in-it*gg, Iinra6-Sin r,'as dead. IIe had liv,:d lc'ng etrough to see hls onplre
cctlnpsl. ]iig successor, SharkalisfrarrL ll+gyln5), cane_to. a greatly
weakene'J-thrccro. fhe nane *rar!'-aligharri lit,ans "king of a'11 kingstt tnrt
this mg an idle boas*,! The gruatness of AIJ:arl had passed forever I

ths Qubj Q'nasty last'.d ti]1 1410. Apparently tbis dynasty uas the
doajnant cnre in- Shj-nar Curing this period of alnost a cenhrryls &rraticare
But it uas by no means the cnJy cne. The guccessors of Neraxl-Sin jn lJdcad

haci a linited nrle in the norLh. The Seco:d Qr,rras!f, of Ur (lSZ>ltgl) tn"s

also in e>:j.stence, ns ."rcIl as tbe Qaasty of Aw.lr in :lIan ir the east.
/'-

Thm alsc, |3L 14:72 the Fotrrth Qrnrsty of hich eane into belng, I{ere
is the bacigrcund: Sharkalisharl. nrled tilJ 1n5 in Akkad, But the three
year's after 1475 ere characterized lx a nobe in thc Akl:aclian lcing 3.ist lntb-thc p!:rase 't3 years of co:rl\rsi.crn.n Thr'ra ldngs are listed for the t::ree year:
of 1t+75-1L72: Igigl, llan-ura, and Ird - follcwcci. b;' a fourtb, Drtu (14.?2-51)l
Clearly the::e is a nnrked changc !: tire kind o-f mJ.ers uho cane to leadersl-.lp
fn thi; cnco-rgreat dynesty t ilrrini: thi.s period it bccane proverbl.al to askl

'rlJho uas king? I'lhc uas not? "

Drrin3 thi.s period of r*ealrress, unl.caval, and uncertainty a rival dynasb
a;.ose rt 5ech -- the 3olrth D1n:asf .rl lroch. Ihe initial year of this now

dfntsiy is 1t+7? - ezactlv the sa.ue -r/ear !.F !b9 Last cf -!&. try'"g l'ears !,!
.g*I\r"1* fu lirg !"Cr""fug U&S!r of AkkadJ Tt,c_rise of Jrech fVr tll..lf.bl
g*, t" W?. 1t rcached its f.a:Lest pcr.rer 5n 1l+36 liren the $nrasty cf Al'*ad
final\r' dled cmt cornPk:te\r.Zi er* .r *. e";' *. *

Recan, nor,i, tirat s:nco 11J5 tne Guti iraC been t,errorizing and cppre 
"dJrqiarch of S}:j:rar. But lhelr dry of political reckoning r,ns fjnaLly to code I 11

1l+1O a nrler nsned Uh-rhegal carae to pow€r in &ech' His brief reLgn cf sova
]'Bars - 1/+1(x1lr13 - constitutet thb entire brief $rnastr V of tecb. Utuhegrl
vas able to m.rster enougii pclJct to ac]:icve sornebhj:rg that would ass.ile hjJn

lasting fane. IIe uas atlo- to ovcrthrcr.i thc Guti, thosc forelgnors r-d:c had
cloginate4 ihe Land f or 125 years since 15351 The ycar 14.10 rnarks the srd cf
the Guti Dynasby - than!<s tc Utuhogal l

/ti
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iiad boen j:o s1-rc!r':i'i,\ji- i;i.li.ir :;ll-.'t :h.;'": Ll:,is l:.l,icj -r.:.i.rxi alt:r 'ldlC, r:,ii::
Assyrians ii9,.'e l.;y:..i ll ,-''l-,.: l,c:1.,'.'i:ec';te i,;I';-:cI i.r al-'l- i;hr-r cr'lnburi-;s lrin ''l 9jS
tc 718 ! idring ail. 'iil.j.; iiil, : ,,.. A;ri*r,:.i.:i:g '*rer'-- :riii'::; :: l. lc:rpi;..: tc ris,.r i,;
rd.t *"rei::: pc1,^'1" l'rrti. t-;ir, i '''nr--i.i ;: 11,-ir-,-l l;'1.;:,i 'g: 31.;ir,i.3r.:,- r'5. lli:;lli;. il .;.1 _.1-1,.'.'" 1

t!itE :: :'isi' t,-, ilcl: -.t2r,y.'! t';i; Iic ccu'ld ir;e ti ::r'r r-s i:i: r:.i_-l-iLlry i:;:i_r- ,..i.
tc punish iire nc:'ti' '1:rl icli -.t'il-r',s ,--,f Isla.:L :ind tn':c thrza !rtc- r:.: tt.il.1":1',
Tiris wcs t,re pii::'gclc ;,f ii:;s;-:'ia:r rcl.rer 

- 
the !.,i."icd c f tlrc c::tiuj,,' :-j1i .r:.13-

lralf up "r,c i-'12. ri,:u;'.isi;i'r,i';' fine l,f its,ipi.ll;:st sncc(rss it :l-:c:raij.ts .:toci llitstl.-.'.:s 'i.lL.:t'):J lt +,i,e ir;urds cif tl:c Falr;-l rliang a:d ilr;i.,-s ' . ..'il: t
The ;;tcrr'cl .:;l;r'-'i..it:'rii';ii:q; is th.,::1,,_,1-./ of :.uccessivc rises i:nri ,.a}rs.

,ffiry*@/
'rri i'.rul'n i '.1-:.. l 1-,,,'.,- i l'::l-".'.rrii-,':, tr'bom this tltne fcnrar.d, at,r"n^thu

falI of Niaeveh, ;\ss1,ria vas F"he doninant pouer in llesopotamla exci;pt fir a
short tine durirrg l,he rcign of llarnrnrrabi. Babylonia Lras second-raLe in con-
trast to the predonrinanee of As.syria.

In the -lear 1/83 bho predonjnant polrer in Sfrinar passed fr,:rn iltecii ';o
ihe ciby of ilr. iiere are the,:rrents: Utuhegal hari appoj.nted an offici.al
(called sn ensi) to be direc-{.or over the city of Ur. Eut; ihie official, Ur-
Narum.r, ilas dislq/al. Ho revolte{ overthreu hls overlord, Ut'r:hega1, lhe corn-
quero:r of the Guti, and cs'bablished his rule and dynasty at the city of lir.
The year 1L03, then, marked the begirrning of the Thiid $nasty r:f IIr. It
lasted for 117 years dcwn to 1286,

D:r5:rg its period of over a ccutury, the ThiJd Qynasty of Ur tras the
leading dynasty in tlio are:a of Shinar. But j.t lras by no mcans bhe only one,
There lrere contenporary dfnesties at Awan in lLarn, Adab, and I'iari.

After the:'elgn of Ur-l'la:iunr (tf*03-1385), tire fcuncler,rf i,he cl)'nastJ*r ther':
l,Iere four cbhcr ntlel's, The last of these was ]bbi-Sin uiro reigned for 25
ysars, 1311-1286. During his reign the leadership of Ur cnrrnbled! hrsj:rcss
documents r'---covcr'.-d ty archaeolop5r shov that';herc';as fani.nq: irr LIrr pric,Js
rosc, and the govrrrnnent had to buy grain at Lrigli irrices fron different re..
gions. To aCd to the problerns of fbbi*Sin, two ll'.rrner city' goventors us:rped
authority aad r:ade theniseives independr:nt kings, liap.lanum (t:Ce-t285) in l,ar-
sa and lshbi-Irra (t3Ot-t268i in Isin.

'*Y -ro
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The fi-ual bLou to lbbi-Sin carne in 1?&. In that year there uas 4t
attack fron the east oub of Elamo the Elamites conquered Uro lbbd.-Sjr
lras carried captive to LLan -- the ?lird DSrnasty of Ur bad become hlstoryl

A .vtrtu
poinr. n..-- a;e;,&!tu*"il:1:l'H:;"'ilfl'ffllf;n#::* |i fiil"fr;d 

at this

ies.Drected ln 1291 &.rring the reigns of lslrbl-Irra and lbbl-Sin. Rmenbcr
that Un-Zababa of Kish nf had been slain in the attack on Klsh tf lugal-
Zagg:isi in 161t9. Ilon that year caruard, fcr orrcr $- centrrries, t'he Porlrt&
Qpnasty of Klsh lay dornatt. The faniJy lived cm but did not enjcy rcyal stahrs.
3rrt in 1291 Usiuatar ascended the thrqre of Klsh and. relgned for seven years.
This was, in effect, the rtresumectimt to rcyal authority of the fanily that
irad begun cenhrries before rdth the famous Qreen Kr-Baba I This second md
fjxal phase of Kish fV lasted tt71 1255 uhen the dynasff ended ccrrpletely.

the fast that onre ldng l-ist for KLsh IY assigns i@IS to lir-Zabeba
rdr{Le another gives hj-lo a nere 6 (r,irfcn Is horr long heTeF-d * 165>1649)
has czuged no end of ccarsternatlqr to histonLasr t'lrey LabeL the rocordg
for Klsh fV as ncorr:trpt" ard lrortlr-lossrn Btrt actua{y the ansrrer to these
seeniqly LrreccrrcLLeable accorurts is nery simple.

Ttre rysterious tt{OO yearsrt actual\y corers the period f}m 1655 bo 1?55

- that isr {bom the beginnlng of the reig! of Ur-Zababa to the end of the
dynasty as'a whole. the achral break i.:n the dynasty extends ttm 1649 (tbe
doath of Ur,-Zababa) to 1291 rj:ear Usir.ratar cae to poiler, a perlod of 358
yearsr Brerefone thet4Oo years'r is achralJy arr gg utrich represents a gqp
during nhich there rlere no k5ngs in tbls Srnasty. lhe fanily ccnt'inued hrt
did not 1'tuos F.rr4, arthority. Thus there ls a 358 year break in the con-
tiluiby of this dynasty lfiich the scribes rounded off to a convenient figure
of 400 years. At the od of the 358 years the oLd rcrya1 farnl\y of Kish cnce
lrore was restored to the thrcare.

The &gE to dating the last part of fiq!- IV is a rrrler narred $r]F|+!g$1?
In the qma6bj' of Ieia Ishbi-Irra (1301-1168)t the fl.rst nrler of the dynasWt
uas foil.Lued W $su-lllshu for teu yeare (l?f,*lZ*). It 1s knom, o!_goT1e.'
that Ishbi-Irta nas ccntemporarJr rlith lbbi:Sinr the last nrler of Ur III *ttch
has already been discussed. ThLs synchrcni$ aalss Isin I dateable. There.
fore it is krqlm rd,en Sln.l-iluslnr rrrled ln Isin I. But here is the point:
lno:g the last sevcral rulers of Kish fV is a ktng nared *u-ilustnr. This
is t[e sarae individual l Shu-tlishr rlled in botn l(ish Iy and Isirr I t this
major chroaological t'Linkt'makes it possS.bLe to date the latter years of
the resurrectsd l(1sh fV. the fact that $ru-l-lushu ls llsted in both dynasties
clears up tha rnystory of the {OO years. The /.O0 years b"gin in tJ:e drys of
Qlreen hr-gaba and Ur,-Zababa srd end in the tiroe of Sl^ru-ilishu I ?he reign of
Shu-ilishnr is the clue vhich nakee possible the proper placement of the
rgrsterious Fourth trrnasty of Kisb in the history of BabylonLa, lbe tlrd of
IGsh IV is contemporary with the beslnnine of Isin Il

Igjt. Larsa. ard B-ahlcar

With the establishrnuntfnaptanun in tarsa and Isbbl-Irra in Isjr a neu
stage was reaehed in tht,; coifusoo hist'ory of Babylonla" Eron the tinc of the
captlviby of lbbl-Sln of Ur III jrr 12316 bo the risc of Babylcn: to rddl poiler
ir'- $n - a poriod of orrer two centuries - Srinar lras split lnto a northern
klngdon dcmiaateci ty Isin and a sor.rthern kirrgdorn nrled by Larsa. As far as

/t5
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all pressnt imor,flcdge j.s ccnccrnr,d, titerc.Y:1,. no rrling C1'nast.i',.:s frcr; any

othor ci-tics until bilc ris* cf Rat4gion in 1174. Ihis pericd, l;i:en, has n.rar

labeled the fsin-Larsa pericd.

Hor"r dicl these Luc dlrrasbics qrlse? Tho ansser is the repetit-''-cn o1' an

olcl story: They arose Suring a pr:riod of sin:gg;le' Tiris strugglgr e:: efI':sdy
$rrin1ar1;d, !€s !e!6rr:en lJr filts last rnlo1, Ibbi-Sinr and,-iire.nianj-ie: r,'iio

attacled fron the cast. Ibbi-Six r.ras finally c:rrie<i capt5.ve in 12Jb ',"'l;icir

narked the end of Ur ilf. This left the t.,,-o dynastles of f'qin and Larsa
which had begr:n in 1301 and 1306 respective\r.

Isln and Larsa cortimred fot 112 years down to 1nL as the on\y tr,ro cities
in $rinar flom which there '*cre nrling dlmas'bl-es. ht, thcn, in t!'ie year cI
117h th" IEE!" Qynasty of tsabylon arose I

Ba@1on is unj.l't:rsa11y ccnsiiCered to be one of the greatcst of ancj.eni
cities - and yet t,herc was no dyzrasty of lings n-li:rg flcn it rurtil as lste
as 1171+l The First D,'rnasty of Babylon -- the dy:aasty ufij-ch Ilanmarabl nracie

fannors -- t as bhe fi::st actuaL line of kings to nrle fron thrs famors city.
6 other r.rcrds, from the ti:ne of Cush and ltj-Erod and the buildirrg of the city
anrl tor.rer of Binel (whicir tusned oub to be a failure l) t:lIt t,he reign of
$:aan-abun (llltnll60), the first king of Babylcn, there !,ero no politJ-ca1
:rrlers exercisj.ng conbrol from liabylon. Fon 1080:/sars - 225/,, to 11?4 -there uere no lcings in l3abyl-on proper. ft was not a city-stat,e as other
Slncrian citics wer.6. Babylon had cxisted prior to bhls on\y as a l3l*&i.g1g centex.

t.ihat rnade it irossiblc for a new dynasty to arise in Babflon Ln 1171+2

Tho ansr,nr lics in Ass,l'rian history. Assyria r+as the next-door ::r:ighbcr of
Babylonia in the Fcrtile Cr,:scent. In 1171+, at the ciby of Asqy, kilg
Assnr-dugal r,ras n:ling. tub :n this his sjxth year - 1171r-11'13 - 

chaos

st11cl< tf,e city t Thi; is cJ-ear-{y rcflocted in the Assyr.ian king l!.st fcr tnis
pcriod: It is recorded that jn this last year of Assur-<iugal no less tiran siE
i.:.:res occupieci the throne t trr tlie llst, each of thsn is described as ttscir of
lT-oU'o4r t n- 

- indicatfug they racre non-rofaltf, I

Clearly this was a tirne of strife and confusicar - i-ntcrnal disr,:ption!
A naior revolu+,i.n exploded ln Asqrrial O::ly zuch a najor upheaval as this-- 

- 
-----Glbll ior a rival polrcr to rlse in the city of Babylon. Thiscould nal.,e it p<

event allowed Srnu-ab:n to ascond the throne at Babylon and coni:ence ii:s fj;st
dprasty of political ov,;rlords. h another century this line vas to be ihe
doninant d1'nastY in Shinar I

11"orn 117{ forr.rard, then, thcre wore tlrrr:c pouerful dlriasti:s j:i exj-stence
in Babylonj-a - Isi:r, Iarsa, and I3abylcnr. As an a<ivance slrnnary of '.&at took
place |erc is -nrhat hippenecl bctwi:cn thcse political rivals: F.:.::.-Si:r, tlro: last
ruler of Lrrsa, uas r.rble to defoab Isin a,rd thus bring the greatcr part of
Shjnar unCcr liis control. But he, in turn, was dcfeated $ the rcll-knoun
iianmrrabi of Babylon lrho '"ms ablc to r"rnite the r.,hole arra u:ld-r his t'u.le.

/64
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Here, in nore detail, is the story of this three-corrrered stnrggle be.
h.een Isin, Iarsa, aard Bab;rlon. Doun to 10??ncne of the three d;rnasties uas
able to muster an attack against the others. hrt then the stmggLe begal.
The stage becane set through the rise of three ::trlers. Rlm'.sin of Iarsa carno
to the throne in 1103. Darulqilusbu cane to-porer in Isjrr flve years later
ln 1098. lnd, in 1@4 Slin-. nballit (father of HanrmrabL) becane klng at
Babylcar.

Tho key errents fYcm 1077 cnuard rnay be sumrarized in a series of forr
raajor attacks: Babylor initia{y o\rercane fsfu hrt, tr.ro short years Lster (191il,
Iarsa corquered fsin and drovo ottt the Babylonicrs. Elght years later, bouever,
Babyloe had groror strong enough tc lggg@ fsin. nlnaily, 2J years after
that, Babylor, r:nder Hm:rabi, uas able to ccnguor larsa. Thus, in the lc'ng
stnrggle r*rich colerecl sorne JJ Xeasr Babylon carae ort the victor.

The first of the for naje attacks of the 35-year stnrggle took place 5n
the year lgTl-76. In that year $in-mrbaltit of Babylm attacked Isin srd. Daulg-
llushu aard rnade then subrnit to his orrerlordshipr Sin-Erballit, hor.Fver, a]-lolled
Daaiq-iluslru to renain in the city of Isin.

Sin.mlballitts dcsainiqr over fsin lras shcrLlived. h the calendar year
1gir7l+ the seccnd, najor attack uas perpetrated. Rir-shr not to be otrtdone,
larnched an attack frcan Larsa against Isin ard the nilLtarTr occtlpatiqr of Sin-
mrballit. the military blor.r lras a cornplete success I The Babylonians werd
drlven cnrt, Danriq-ilushr fled to the Sealsrd (r*rere ho nrled titt 1O5O), qd
Rl.rrr-sirl inlorporated the fa11en city into his realra efiE the ruid-polnt ol his
61-year reign.

Hamnrrabi
ltrorgh ths forces of Sia-ffi8[I[E-Et'a boen driven frm Isin beforo the

arued n-ight of Rirsin, Babylon was carly just begiruriag its rise to power I

In 1WZ an important event took place. This uas the year in rdrlch the faqoue

hffi :: llf ilu " * i : T: Jfi fi , 
ol 

rlP J-"gIF si} 
"?' i,';:H:' u Ht'*il :' (n o t u

that the fsnous :u.l-ers of the Akkadiqr. h&g;r.tf,, Sargcn end Naran-sln, also
re5.gned ts 55 y.aers each.) Hamlnrrau{ir#tsttt6 tte-tirst nrler sincl the drys
of Sargcn and }Iara-sin to brild an erop5re which reaehed outside of loner Meso-
potan-la t

By the tr"ear 1066 Babylcnr, under tire joint ledership of Sln-subql]{t ad
Hamrurabi, had grolrn in strength to the ortent that lt vas ready to challenge
the power-of Rirn-sin. In tirls year Babylcar attacked Isin, recgptured_th9 .itff
and cjrove otrt the forces of Rirn-sin. I,arsa, under R5m-s5n, had passed its peak
and uas nort on the declinel

fixally, 1n 1OB-P, the inevitablc took pIace. Ia thisr the 29th year of
the reign of-Han:n:rabi, the forees of Babylor attacked qrd defoated the city
of Larsa and ibs aged hng, nibsin. t'he dynasty of Iarsa passed orrt of exis-
tence ! Babylcnr, urder the snbltious Hanrnrrabi, had boccme the dorrinant portr
ln Shinar.

But this was not the r:nd of Ha.r'a:rablls trinruphs. He r.ras actually ablo to
defeat Assyria and annex lt into his expandiag rea}n the very next year after
the fall of Iarsa (10/+1)l The dorinatior of Babylonia over Assyria continued
for 50 years dorn io 99i" In addition, Hammrrabi also strbJugated Marl and the
ueIl-htw Zirri-Lirr (pp. tr6.50 in Wemer Ke1ler, & Bib19 as.Histcav). .1o".
the last twc decaCes bf tris 5Fyear reign, th.rl, Harum:rabi ruled ov€r a. Icingqcttr
iiiut-"ii"tia.O-ir"r ttre-fJriid L"r1f to [taii and'Assur a::d eastlmrd to the Zagros
ffo"nta::ts Ur:t-Ee 

"gL.fa-not 
oic:rcome the polrer of Israel in Palostj:re jn ths tz4

rcign of lavj.ci (rtjiaiT6ii)'i"" 
vv(rwvrrv e'v vvwv' vr rurqv+ 4rr ^r-E--- g- \{'
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Cne of ii:e rno;i, aliisll-Lni; l:rcl:; {Jr"-'uiji ir; ,for'ii'r by iire ln:e rccorl3i,f1.l,.:.iL)n oil
ancicnt historT i:::i.at liin"ila.:.r'a1,::L',ras conlcrTporalY r.rith riarrl.':nd $azio! lii*-
torians l:,avo invaliablT placcd ;:j* ff1g5lgg 9g1!4g. Sho:'tly after afchc';cit-
gists uncovered bhc l-lic+,o{i'of this poricd it r';as the coFilon practice to oc'ncL.rrie

th"t ltar1r oabi r;as t):6 Anraphr":-l- r;f the Bibls (Gcncsis 1/r). T,vlaf 1b is lo r:.i',-i{cr

believcC thai he ,t'cs a conte,flTtori:rr o1'.Si:raharn. The old l,i:ecqi has ir:en ie'-
placed by corrt\:sic'n! iiistorj.als roh-, clepcndin5 in dlich ot' thr':r: c:' foril
ihronoJ-ogical schern, s ti.-If preier', datc lim:ru-r'abi any;he'::e lrom tii;: 171;h hec!:
to the 19th century ii,C. ! ?i-,e llfj:arnica stabes Lhab his i'c!gi1 begrn abcr:i 18O0.

trr other words, i{a:;n';:'abi is pi-ic,:d at least giPiht cenfuries too eai']rv by al-l
Bible-re j ec ting historians !

ilistorians ccncl-ude'lhat l;]1t.: colflrsicn about the daLing of Har:rmrr:bi is ''lot
important. hrt thc natter tai:':s i:n 1;roat siggificance'.lhen it is::'.:al-i:led tliat
histcriaus'tikc to belicve Llllri l'1oses fasirione.i the Tr:n Connan:d.ments rli;,.r bhe

famous law code of llannnrrai.;i I Tiris ma}:es it vital to Imou i-f iialrrru;'abi i-ivecl
beforo or aft':r l.loscsl ito tnre lcs1:oration of history, bascd upcn the chlc,1r.':>-

logical lini;s ,',rssJ-;:rc,.l Ly rh.,; Biblo, ployes tha L I'lannurabi live'tl F0UR CilJiijl-l',i
ait,er Moses! ff arlyonc vas inilu,jnsrjd by a previous law it ;a.s Harrnrrabi
not the othcr r'ray ar<:trnd I

Therc is clear and pcsibi're proof that lla::.r:a:rabl end his successors livcd
duriag the i:ne oi the ;7'caincss of Israel. i1 thc da3-s o.f llarnnrr.f-\i|q ,ta* .

Ee$-*;f.gq* -L19?g-gg:r)1 ._mO 'ris- ganCson, Abi-cshuh (:Cl-gSi)','ffi'"i*ion rms la-
n-ou-s-T6F ii-slp,19v9.qUili lili.:fqUrf*- literatr.rre r*ritten j,n ihe icrri oi.' *,tre

lif6cal' A"o"iit",' The reisin for this is obvicus: h the days of Solomon
(lOlZ-VlZ) ttr: cnr-trrre o{l Isre.ri 6,roi1s6ted thc',ior'ldl lhis is c1car1;' orrrpha-

si2r:d in I Ki.ngs 10:24: "And all i,irc eartb scullht to So1crncn, to hcal his
visdr.rn. which Cod hacr nut in iris ircart.tr fhe'"riting of r,risdcn li_teraigre,
m-nr-fr Mescpctar,ria, l.ras t!'.e rcn:It of the ciirect,jnfl.uence of Sol-cncnls
lnpie crn surro\niing culbures. ,'jl:t;t reJ'lects sanc libr-'rery feat'ures
clurin; this it.cr.ii,j.crl p,ricr,l! As we might expect, historians 11a.,'e asstrlcC i;nat
tlris linA of iiLr:r:aLr.rr.c lonJ iurt,,:r-lati.li $ofc,non i.il:o simply reviveC it i.,;,-

cop;'inr1 from h.i:-; anc:l:jn1 J)r'ecltrcr:csor{: I

l,ios,:s anrl Sol-onon:.ii'i llt nr;.rrj l,hc ht:1p of t'he iial4rlonians. Jrrst il,e
opposite '';i:s l,nre !

Tho r.ni511 oi'iialr::.abj- i.s rc6arrir:d iis tile !lc'lassj.cai a3'.:rt cf ancic,lt,li rv r uI€

Babylo:ria. iianm.rrabils c{:rresponclrnce givcs th.: i:iprcssicn cl a sirrer'd pol.{-
tician anci an ablc acid:ristral;cn td:o tooic careful pains to :ilajn'uail a iiocd
govcrrunent. Lette::s io Jiis icvorrrors contained precise j::strrrcti':::s ;'ri i:ire

enforcencni of ordcr a:ld jnl:rtiee' Iiis fanous Iat'r cocie rias ccwileil i:: :ile Tz'tr
yoars of his rcign. !i:is lolrg list, of laws ms j:rscribcd on a dj.crite s""eie
ii""o1rrt"cl at $ria (S1ls[cn)r r.ri:,c,re the llanltes irad carried it at' a la'ucr 1,*::e'

Cther copi,:s of thi.s lalr co<io have also bcen fou:d on clay ruablets. ilor^evcrt
Iianrurabits Lar.r r,ras nob bire firi-,t coriification lcnorn fron ancient ilesopctania.
hagnents of a S:rieri:xr coclc c.i' ,;ing iir-tiarr-rnr of Ur have been found as r'p1l
as a coCe of 1ai,'s o-11 i'll:r,': i,ipit-lshtaf r:f Tsi:r.

A large n11xrl..,cr of l-c;;a.L a]'i,'l l,ccnl,tric iLocunc,rts fror. tiiis pr-'ria;1{ r;;'1r-',riirc

a riooci piciurc of blie l.rc;g of 1:ifc, 'lrar.l r: fl-clurishecl. The cr:ltlon;'l",ras':'as':C
on l,rivatc p:'opcrlT aruI ()ni,cr.l:is(:. /\5 fclr rc-Li6iion: i'Ihen llab.'rlril :';s': f,o

the siatus tf c"piial ol a J-ar;e :-<:a-kr its citl'-;;ocl, fiariul:, also rrrsc j-tr

pr.or,rinence! ihriu],:'br:ctne tirc ril'r.rr.:nt: gccl'dro rcirleccd ti-ic ,-r'l'l fflrir:r!an goi
fnlif as hcad of i;he ;nnthcc'n.
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' Afber Hmorrabi, the Elrst Dynasty of Babylor ccartjnued in r:ntnokwr
father-scrr sec[rlence througb five none n:J-qs dowr to 879. All fllve reigns
L€re at least 21 years in length. Houevor, these kings r.ere not able to

,nairrtajn llanurnrnqltts enplre although the cultrlra]. and ecqromic life of
Balylorla lrent cn along the sane l{nes he had developed. The,n, tn gl9,
a foreignvbrougtrt thls fanous dynasty to lts cIose.

nvtord

The Sealand Dynasty

The story of tbe yeat 1Al5 in Babylcnria has aJready beeri told: lbLs
ls the year 5rr uhlch Rin-Sir of Larsa cnrerthreu the city ard First Dynasty
of Isin and drove ort its last ldng, Daniq-ilushu. But this was not the ernd of
the relgn of Daniq.llustnr I He fled to the Sealand vhere be vas also recog-
nized as ldag eord where he ccntisnred to nrl-e for 25 mote years dor"nn to 1O5Ol
They Qynasty of the Sealand ccretinued through eigbt other rulers dour to the
year 8{.5. It uas cortelporary vith Hamrabi and Balylco I.

l{here uas the rsealand?t The Biblo meertiotrs this area of the Near East
ln Isaiah 21:1 with tho ecrSression Ethe desert of the sea.t It csuld also be
called'the '.,ri1derness of Lhe seao or nthe wilderness of the sealad.t This
ortensl.ve area uas the desert regicar extending fboro sorthern $rilar dr.rcn iato
southeaster:r Arabia adjoinging tbe Lor,er edge of the Persian gnlf. It was an
$rtensl.on of the region of Babyloela drlch bordered cn the sea and thus derl.ved
Lts nme.

The fact that the rhrnigilushu of Isin is the sane psrscsr as the first n:.].er
of the Sealad Qynasty proves that Sea-r-4'rd I' ls codenporary rdth Babylcr I.
Historl.ans recognize that this is tnte although fornerJy they theorlzed that
Sealand f foll-oued Babylon I.

Tbe Sealand Qmasty had a rcyal houso c.o-ryrisin6 two dLfferent branchos.
The second branch lrrcllded a ldng naled ILufiLtrm r.rho ruled 50 years - 1016-
956. Notlce the Last pat of the naoe - :!IXE, lhis Ls just a $ueriar form
of Elohl-nl trlohl-n ls the word transLated trGodn jn Genesls 1:1. h other lrords,
here was a Babylonian king uho applied to hinself ste of tho aarnes or attriiutes
of God I $rch is the vanlty and arrogance of pagan nrlers t

In the year 846 the Sealand Dynasty rnms overthrorn by the Kassites (a mrring
C:nshlte dynasty flon the east r.ilticb lasted 1022J60) in a farnous lra:r uirich included
Assyria and otlrer pooples of }lesopotarni ar

Secgd hmastv of Isin

Tho end of Hannrurabits faous dynasty, Babylcn I, in 879 brorgbt to prold-
nence a new line of kings frorn the city if Isin. th5.s dynastX - al.so often re-
ferred to as the Pashe Qmasty - eorercised gwernrnent botir fron Isirr and frcrn
tho fansus city of Batylon. At this time in ancient hlstory Babylor plegyed a role
Jrr liesopotarlla similar to that of Thcbes in Bg4pt: Both cities rrcre rogardecl as
the political ad rel-igous capitals of thoir respective regions.

Cf soecial note in Isin If is its fotrrtir ruler, Nebuchadnezzer I (8{7-825).
He vas a preCeccssor of the Netn:clraclnezzer of the Bible. The lletnrchadnezaer of
the Boo]: of Daniel, then, ues actual\y llebuchadneazer S.
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llrsLc:ia.ns r:tj,stnl;cr[- assu;:ir: that t]rc 3:ccnd l;v-nast5'- ol r:.1-:l

Kassit,: iul-c i-l t'ic;r';onoi,mia, Acturil-],y th,:st;-i1,"',:,l rilrnasLir:s r.I,.,r'.;

t:,;iTtorarr, Tilil iJ llro';'':tr b;r l;1,,t fact tlrat tho hin;;s o'l -Ilrin
uirr:-', llith tlto i,lssitt:S, .!rtl thc l,al;Sitt;s anirl-i utl thc ,;tri Llrct
i'.as:;itcstt tc tlr;i,r-tr:lt.1lrln,-::':i,r:r f 'lur.: 1,tl lris Lrtll'5 ui t]t tlir'n.

:fnr'11s,:l

The year 7.L7 nar',rs l,itr:: coniincncement of thc fancgs S':ui;txi..-'-;n:r:1Fi .:f B'-tl-rr'1.'-'=,

the ve,ry iast ,lynastlr in tno histury of ancient tsabylonia'. 's i:rr.iutl-'::: thc i:r;i5:r

of Nebutlradnrz:er If, 5nrt l;eforr: telling the s'ory of birjs 1ong iir;t of rul-ers
tirrea other brj.ef dynasti,:s lnst be accorinted foi - Sa-l-and I.i, tsari:, anrl -ilan'

Sealand' II lasbcd :'or a bricf 21 years ftm'7lti ta 726 undi'r tiri'ce }ri'nis,
none of whcrril nr,: fan6;lrs. Then, 'Ln 726, tbc Sealand Q.masty "es 

dispJ-aced t1' l';rngs

fror,r the licr:se of Eazu, f1...-' Bizu ilpasty contjauod fcr 20 -,/oars dc'"nr tc 76, i!
also j-ncl.ud.eri;rr::t tli:.*e i:!:;;s ultir long aird unfcurriliar rlrl,'tQ:; (icr e,,-tarlpLt:, f,*
ulma sir-sita k.in- ;lrr.rd ! ) .

The year ?06 vas it orucial- ene jn th': iristory of Mesopt, ;ilrcia. Ii '"'itne:sed
an invasion ,:t',iia;nitcr; j-nlo bhr: lanrl of Ak!:ad ur:dcr the lca<{orship oi l'i:lg !'lar-
biti-apa1-trspr. llis r.r'i;p of C, ycars 

- 
706 to 7OO - conpr::s',s titc cnl,i:e dur'*'

tion of thc l.;rjci'trut'"r;-slpr.:stilc-,t.rl;;,1run:ltc Qnrar;ty r^rhich, lci:, 1: 1,---l.r:b rn;.'u ''f
this pcriuJ, q'-{.'p6i5,;d author.il;r at llabylne, the ll.atnit,:s jcr:r:cl t,ritir lirc ci.a1'
dcans ancl tlilqTl,rnians ii: r.;'lu1'tin;; against bhe dominaticn of Asr;;n'ia. i(l-.*s'-.r si-'l
yeais of ;-]-.rnite aLtack arr: a"1so tlre last six of the rs:iEr c'-f l-h,sj:na;:e:;r::,'l.if {":-'rc
h"uui") rfio r-ul.-.,l 1j5-'/AO. Br the ancienb Asqpian record (l*,gg stir;31!1 .':lcir otl
thi:se six years is iri,nrl:t:ri W thc 'word rtrcvolt !n The :lssyrian -'lntpii'c -,.res j-';s:: l.i::].-t

a cenbarir L'*ay frcn iis .final coilapset This pcriod of upheerral in li':sl'ruuir;-rls
is cleariy reiLercted i1r the days of llcrsl;:ch-baladan anri Sarf-;o.r, L:n3s '"lic ,l:.:;i:e

up part of Babylcn ff, r'd'ro will bc discussed shorbly.

Ihis illanritr: lncursion nade possible the final r'ebeIlion of iire iloi'r5 ir{a':',';',
bhejr Asryrian cvorlorcls tn ?0Ol The lledcs had been a gubscrvic:rf pe.rpis siice
1958 B.C.I In 816 thcy had revolted and 3ainod rnrch prcgress to"r:ri ultinate
trLunqrit. Bn-rt they hari bo r.rait tiLl ?O0 to rnakc l,heir fi:ral alqi aornpl.ctr tn';ak"
Thcn, in 612, !hr:y ass.:.stud tkic Chaldcans in tiro final cvertlrrc,.'r,i l''ss;'ria'
finai\y, -ir1 'fig, ii1rry r.uachecl tlr,, piirnacJ.,: of th':ir pol,Krr,yr,l] ii:r;: i;iilr:i '.'i l'-
gro perlicns to ovcrtir:.ow the g:r;s1 RabyJ-.:nian llmpire j.n thc cirq;s ci Derriel"

relt_.e__!/
- 

tfie Last i-ent llabr,'1.

Ir bhe year 7tfi the Seccrrd Q;rnasty of Babylon began, Tiris year -larlts the
br:ginling of ',&rt is calIed the ttlira of llabcnassartr - nard aftlr ""he first ci'
u nuru s"rios of !:irrgs, native ano forc.rign, ',rho rulecl at, Bab;vlcnr. i'lo:r ?z'7 mi;ui
t5e iristory of ancienl naUylonia is chronologically correci ! ThrouSI: ai-I arccE'.:i-n3
c,;ntr:ries the reigps of f;abylonian rulers frcm 7/+7 cn dor,an have b':cn lcrcir"rt .m.d

avajLable to tire oublic. Datcs b,:forr.r tiiis year rcnaln in ccr:.llovcrry amL.rrF Sial+"
r,:jecting historj.ans. Thc cles.sic acccurt of these later kinijs of Babylcnja:.s
tirc fanous Cancn of-itoiunry. (isnc Pfret agf't, or loutasc E * rsc htfe.u*ry)

/?c
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.And now fpr ther'ffiioa
(zn-zlz), the first ru-ler-in
ird tqpl,rrs"n r $e1?tb-p1+ese{.IIL }Iaboras:ar_I3s able to

N aa ona*rr iontff EiffieEi@ !*-*:th .! 77? : I:lll:T;;;;i;;;;tt.e r#tr..- Qre"n'ler, N"h'-tt"9F3"t'- was. abl-e to hold
r!^-1 mL^ -^--& -.1^-

Ang S09ae 6t"onn- - bE ehort years u li1 but his pbyuT y?", UTt!"d: -Tll,":il-1!1'lo *.it the thrsr e )n 731-2 but hi9leriod of royal power uas

due to the jnterventim of Tiglatil-pileser.

Fjrst scne general- observations absut this dynasty. _ETI* ff contirnred
frcun over tuo ceituries - 7t{l to 539 - lbom the reign of lrlabcnrassa! to t'be

perslan 
"*qo""i. 

ut":"g the first /+? years of its dr:ration thero *rcre other
Ayoo=ii"", thu i[""" ;usI discussod - Sealaed Tt- B3.T' and Hloite. ryt ftqn
Zilg -gL thQre uere g l$"" lbmasties jJr 

Ppbvlcnia t_ This Line fbqn the clty of
!."-tyffi1 1aae ffidy @ 15; emeral ccncept. !o bear ln nlnd is
that !& noarsr cne c.stlles ls-fu-fr_4 arci6qt-Eslu1rqi39 n{ftgT ry,H*
',s*tie$ ffi."xig!"ncg. ry yqy of .ccnrtrast: Tn the year 145o there

sere sdre six rGrEd dyrs- eri-stunce in thls area of the ancient vor1d.

fi;d;"i?gg (vitrr rhe exception of the l{assltes) there uas onlv.rcfiell The

r.rrlers of Babylon Ir succeedod jrr tringine *1] of tite gatyrq'ti;;i6=Efates
under thej-r aoninaifon. No other ayna-ties r'rere able to rlse to p9ue1 in.the
regior. fr. ttt"-onf9"-oi1 histcry of Babyloria.- the land of political- and

"Iid-"*nr"i*: 
tttii is trte I=mf'€rl not the nrle I

Page 1?

k#-dffiry
keep rnatters wrder
ancl dynastlc stmg-
the bhrone for two
Ilkinzer, r.ras able

aLso short-1ived.-

figlath-pileser III, to seg the least, viewed. the chaotic events in BabylcorLa

with disfavor! tnizi, &tring tnu ttrira y6q :l the r6lgn-of Ukinzer, he attackedt- tt'fr;}:;,;;i5t!ft?,frfl,f:*fr:"tH:'iffi;j"ry"1i#!i ffi.ilffi,H:(nr
fiuetz1.flystili" urrited in a perscmal r:nj-on 'nd"r 

tiglath-pileser I[I. Brit this unicar ]ras
' tt'""ft7qd;;i 

to erist very l;;t j" peace and har:n6ny. ih" reign of Pul ended in 7%'.

Ths grccessor of Tiglath-pLleser IIr uas his son, $ral-nanes"l v, uho reigned

fcr cn:ly five yoarsr-7}.dzl. iluru, t!"!, vas another Assyeian mler rdro al'so occllF

pied the thrcnL of 
-iarytonia, 

His'Babgrlopa? thrcnre name uas Ululai I It uou-1c be

S*ral*xl lrqposslble to guess thlt shal-nanes"" *a lBuLal uere naFes fol tbe sarre individual

:rtr ;"*h;li:,i+;"1;:rt:n lil"j,!:r#;":L''j",15i"'i:T#"H: ;n:":L:T;:"il.

Historians hold the arrcnees5 tdea that th.ls Sbalmaneser V was the Assl"].i'an

king uho conducted the seige of sanarl a Ln 721-718 and carried fsrael capttvg;ff-fL 17

B't this is 5rnposslble because s:aJmaneser v was a:r-eaqt 
-g-gg 

utren, this L'rent-f6il1]16)
nlace I He died laie in 722 in the last year of his brief reign.__The sraLna:reser

Tpa eott- "ri ao" Bible uho ccnducted ilre s"ig"-in israel r"ras sraLur*osui rrl (nthe Greatn)

T€e*o#l rdro laled out of gg$, g^*qlb, oi l{inevuh. $ralrnaneser v Ls u-sted amcng theIffi' ffiH:fffi#:* il:Hl'l:#Hjl*# rrxlfii#:i''H# r
of the corpengium. ) A, in Egrpt ",.i ;";ti*iur- there uutu !g&1 r"i8gE ir ancient

AssYria r:Iso I

Nou to returrt to the story of the F,ings of Babylo:: Fcl seven years - 729-22

fron the tirne tiglath-pi]eglr III 9aPt"I* fltylor till the death of Shalna-

neser V, the Assyli;; tepi aauylonia in' subJectiolx. But in ?21 the Batrylcmianst

along uith the xa"sllos uta otiro"sr 1rcr"-able to.revolt against the Asqrrians'
MerJach-bsladaq, I -Cftda"e$, gedu-- 4ipsqf! lcins ip deflance g! As$Eia t

r//. /,
-v-.r-. r n
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3aby1.o:ria frqn'l1rl9

'L':rc l.ir;.';;h-i.i, ,,1 ' i--rrc,:',.-'.r:l:r.lc,n ins nrt tr 1;c utcl:r1ir;n.;1.i. l.:'f i,' '.': .-

721 , hho same.,i.ar n] cetiu l,o i;hi: uhrcare ir-r ijab"ltmr Sargcn II gscc:ldt;r'i l,l',' iir.i'c'i-:'
of -lsqrria ab liiuc1.rcl1. IJh.ile n''"1rx4:rL'si>r tiie iirrrat was c.lrlrying cuii iic<, i:i ,'i.1.'i

in the punisiir:rerri of ,;i:: fu1 Is::a:l ('72'i"-7"'8) Sarr;on 'r,r€ts ilelrj"'rlq pI:ins ':c '; 
i':-",:.,.

tlt_n--.-., Eahylon back i-nto tfir Asijjrt'i-aa foi-ri. In ?'i-,1 he o:l,backaC ltabl-1oli-a ii.:l the r:',ii''jr---r
!tlE:?o!:!r' ai.lies of l.leroie,:lr-balacian. cleici:tcd iris .fo:'ces and Bai:1,''lor:, .'ilailer1 ur:':,..'rltllariI

ttllt'nuan fn" roign of i.ier..:cac!:*baladrn continued forten mot'e tseei's bo ?09'

,n:'":sffi!-iIl'"#"1""r'ir:":?l..'?{,ipt"**ff ffi:r;.,t:';:;:,jini",*;':;;-l ,

,Iud"ah (lU*qS)" Th,!s fa:,:r:'.rs'lrisit is recorded lx Isaj.ah 39. 'l'iris i:r tire .1.'cxsi.lri t r..

oT #rich gg,Slieb niiivcl'r sfryi,gg U.t-:, &bf,'loni3n€. g,U- lhg h:.qaei:i'-yP -i!1 &.,i. 1lg*.-r. L li,
l,lhy r.ras l"fcrcrlach-baladan.:o::ltor,:sted in couriin6; l,he favcr: oi Lh': ,i::1: o-f Jud:r:' ,9i -

lccause hc irrtci [,;rircl of tli,: ;;r'--ai things Gcd had donc for ]lczeiiah i icad il:,: i'.] f.

nlracu.l.cros eveiris l.rlcord.,Ll i:r fsaiah 38! l.lerodach-baiadan certain\;r' :riiiitid '.:lal- ili...
assistancc of a ruler .,,iro ernjoye":d so ;nrch '{iving -fgvgf, i{e needod 11.1. l,i:c al-ii':s iq
he coulci get against the GVrlr-rir{)sonb th:'i:at of :\sryr,ian:-it'.rasict-r and- ccn,-::la;t: 

I

The frienrir'j-ness of ilozeliiah did. not ltelp tlte cause of tierod.ach-bsiarlml F* 
'

12 Feaxs he irarl bean able to hold out against Assl.'ria 
- 

but in 709 th* vacatita
endixll h this;'331. Sergm iI mrstered his forct:s, invaclcC Babylon nite"i-t, .rnci

cverLhrew inc Babylqrian ki:lg. l.iero<lach-baiadan fled to .J'an! Sargc,:r |,,.r:i: :Yer
tho tl-,rone of frS/lcn.

Sargon reigned ovr:l Bil$lonia fcr fi.;c years, 7O%7OL, Ile pr-lnisi:r,,:i ih,r 'lad--
clea: tribes for rebcli.i:ig but hc did not destrcy Babylon c,:r r:Lller gil,i-.;r;a i:r.:.'i '-,
he took the role o-f r:lLorcr, i{e called hinself lrki:rg of Srrrrr:t'and Ar!:ldir h,.tt
crniy took thc title of tt;o-,rernc.rrtt of :3abylo:, He cel':hrrcted the:tol.I:iilitr ft:sit";r,
irr Babylon and did m.Lch in tho rr':t.rui1ding of that ciW anr:l otir,.'r .'-1alr.i'1c':rii:rl to1,irls.

ftic::eia.t of Salgc.r',ns r:ltt:;itc-l't,. Iii:1c:;t iris.Lil-'', r-;i-: il c;tlllPlli::i in I'.,.:iiici
. jJl ?OlL j{is sczr Scnrrar;lr,:}ib, wi ro liaci. t,.:j.f;tcd jo-Lnti.;. ldth itj-rrr pri.or ;r ;i::.; i,::, 1'.,

bcgan iris solc ru1c atr' fJfult:vr,rh.

At this polnt in the Rabylonj.an l'.ing list bhe ycars 7O1*7Cf2 ale 1ir;"c+d as

'rtr+o kilgless years.rt llith the dcath of Sargcr trciuble '^ras aggain 'ccil: ni-; --'.n

Batyloniat jlere u:.o ttre events: ilorcxlach-balatliar, r.:iro irarl l1s.l io -iltl:i jri "'-,.:'.'

seized pc1.lcr agairr in 7O3 r,iith tirc aid of the ijiarnito. r F,tt nj-rre iiircl"; nont,l::-;

later the por^rcrfti.l Sennacherib dcfcated i,he conbj-ncd fcrrcec of bh.: i:irylcli*-.s,
Chalccans, ar:d ll.Llirites -- and r:gai:r l"ierodech-bal-adan iras fol:cei t,; fler; fcr irls
life I Sennachcrlb 5mt a nan of his choice on tlio tlrone cf labylonis * ilc1-ii-r':,

The reil:r: of Bel-ibmi, bhe Asryrian appoS.nteo, r,ras dr:stl:ir:d to be si:crt *
just thrcu y6a"s, 7\2-6991 Iu b99 the lia$.lcniilns rcvolted. Serinacl:cr:ib irlrlcdiii'ai;,'
pr:t clor,n tha r.evblt antl plaed his o'*n son, Assur-nadin-shum, on thc tlrone of
Bebylon. The rciiin of Assru'-nadin-shr.rm r:ovct'rvi Lbc sjx ycal's fto::r {,-99-r'r9i'

Drring the rc-ign i:tl i;is srnr *:nnaci:r:rib rlcciclc,i to rrirnisir Llre ll'1.:r:ij.tos
fol tho hoiF l,hr:y irari ix'c.,'idi'd tlir: lJrbylcniatr insrr:iict'rls. For thj s yr.ii'':-.osc iie
!i:r) ships 'r:n:iii: i;r iist:p.'ia arcl S;,'ria lrtrich l:r; I;'lnrri:cl i;:itlt Phcr;rrlciit: ;.;',r1 fcria:l
sai1.ors, Th.:sc:;ai] cd clo',ur l,i:c iiirphrates and Tiil'is L'or an att,acl: rvri i-lan.tcru
th,:: Pr:,':sia:r ;,rr-1-f. .Tn (:93 .l:nnachcrib and iris forccs landcd in i.ler: c:* l;r;tr-''.1
several tor,ns. hrt ihc ,ilan-ltcs w)r. cqucl io the occasion I They i:ur-:'ico Lo i,l:=
r.car of thc Assyli-an attaclr, ccc:-r.uicd l3abylonir-i1 capttli'r-'r1 Asrrur'-lacil-.*siiu:1, ,r'tci

put a nan of ilfgl-r eiroice c'n the tirrrne, llergal-ushezib t

/z
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Sear*n

ry:tr
Yaes

{onneFl

!. 
?he next niler on the thrcrre of Babylon uas t'he elde{ scar of Essarhadda:, 

-
Srsoash-shurukix. (.t y*-g"r san, Assrr-banipal, '66#26, rneanlhller_ascended

the throre at tJine""fi.J--g',6;d-shrD-ukb cariieil on a colryaratively long reign
;i-t*"ty-v"o'", t6ZJn. In the yaar 651, _hor.rever, h9 Lcsk a d&"$;ic and darinr

-*1* 'g.ili. *" io ry..il i?t4,r,&-.$!sp$_re.**ls*^}$;ffi** *.,+P

llergal-usbezlb ccntj-mred cnr tbe tbrone of Babylor fcr just cnre yea':, 693-

6qZ. He ms strcceeded by a Chaldean, l4rshezlb-l'[ardrrk, vho odured for four
chaotLe years t'111 688.

D:ring these years the r*ar rd.tb AsqpLa proceeded uith varyi^ng- slrccess.rrrr.r.
Bgt then, j.13 688, Semacberib conqqergd Hbl+gal thls fmous Asqnian-ru1eq,.t"ras '
not content rdth- corEresttlcaro. He deeided to p.:nlsh the city severe\y: The

statue of tbe god l,tarduk was taken to Assrr, Batrylor uas 1oote9 qd gomllteT .
d,estrsyed, ard then !!gig! by a dirrcrsion of the river Drphrates I Fo. the rest
+;?'ffiteribls relffi-ci+y renained a wastelsrdt Fon eight year!-!h:" :
i;.; eSB to 680 - til famous cLty of Babrvl-car .ras. Ebg,lgss ard qginhabited. FG
alJ practical purposes it was gggsiglgll

Ihe nkidnspping', of the god l"larduk and the clestnrcticrn of Batylcn uas regarCed

by nany u" u g"* i:ot l,lb*r j.:a 681r SElnagberlb uas rur.dgred $!!E gg g.gg5

tir-rrie"- brlni it ms ccarcludaa W ia@a[ tire gods had taken ve'n-

ge€urce upcnr hLra for his deeds t

The dead ld:og uas foLloued by his sor, Esso':hadfolr uho rrrled fs 13 years,

t6g&il;-;"- G"tisted in the seccnd QrnisW of Babylon as lssun-akh-iddia. His

i""itfr oi-reign L uotfr lljneveh and Babylcn is the sarne peri_od of 13 fearsr- He

Ata"not fol_loi tiu futnurrs pollcy i;1 rlktion to Batylm. ls lmlnedlately-begg
to r"Uu:.fa tfre gi3y. 

- n" 4st dtd nrch in the uay of restoring tenplel in other

E;ir ffi:.;;:&-Like sargqo (zog-zg4)r_ !. slv usgd the.title of ngcnrernor

;i b;byl;r for [ime:S. gslarhiaaon diei in 667 uhile on the wav to Egpt to
plrt a.*t u 

"uoort 
tt-"*] (ggtpt had beec ccarquered by Assyrla in 6?0.)

of the forrteear +;+-ilo r.ura tt: lqge betweLn the years.T! 219.L,:1*l*""'-L 
:ic;ffi *1""r appointcd W {sprr'lan, kings, {1"9 uere Ba'lryloniant

A 
--!^ -#"#"";;e",'i;;.-$;-r;;;ih; closl intl:steLat'iSn-sniP.b9tryao Asqrria and'

Batrylo d.'rJag these 122 yoars, lF ffii@itical supu'enacy fe

ru--ggtg3 jgrilslr@naae tt'iJ &lrs$ beczuse he felt he

EA g4upportffiffifurty - the backing of the F.g4ptiansr.thu
h$nsr ilLitu", *a n"*uu* *a Arab trib9.$- Fi,his ealculations_proved Snconect

d o,,* 3lLi:f;::ffiffi 'C-'f itrSfr:*il# lfl ' "ffi"#ffiuffi "
ap'pointed king 1n his Place I

f,andalanue the Asqrrian appolnteo, enjoyecl a reign of 22 years dor'n tct 625'

IIe uas the lasl Gsrrfdf mler - either co:qqering king or Asryrlan appoS::tgt -
T; Sit gpA:E @r rtrj-rteear yuars after his death thu SISE,
Flmcire vas no rnore I

It ls tjme to revieu the lci:og lLst for Babtr'lor, II dorar !!:*4 If]dulP]]:

at lerast 85"of thern.

Note this raajor point: BabylorTta ha{ in *o:!-of its-previous hisbofr.
boan composed of i"r.y'*"ting clty-statel *g-lgg. g9! giryg.- .Art 1oir, in its last
years, largo\y due tb the inil.uence of AssyrialThE-i34{rtffitHhiqal ceXf\rsim -!g$

9ec-se uN!T+ .fi "; $a q geg 1 nlwren' 

"j#rh3.?fl"'tffi*trH."ur3*#+"*tuiliy resultcd jx the dorn-fal-l of Asqrrla'l It
sharr_ the sirength necessary to gui' tr,l-vlctory o""" t}ru cnrmbdng Asg,rian @lre I

-r _.. .l7t



irlL;

Txc Oee*1 al s *_4 do __Z* o" 
-fu:zl-L'*at#/j:9-'ilte crien".,s loarrin; tc ;l-,r-: r:lLj:eaLe co.1-lan3e cf i.'rt-,?i:l ir r^[.:1 .].:r. '. ,l '-'-.

f:'r ;nat ye;tr L\e l,ledtsr fo1-l.owi:g i:he rii:tl.ir oi 3 ei..t,tan,;!'::.' fIi ,:??i-:i;]':t ,

.lul:-/ conplr;t,cd e se.cn(jl r',_''.i!.\i il1;'.,-i-'rs, the isq,--r'ians j ?ire j-n:.i;.i;rl- .-i;..".;'i: ',
{.::ji.ld in 816, 1.rui; nol, u-i._{.,.i..1.7i]J,".,,:;.u ol_l 11i;' }l..ri,-:; cr';,rpl . L.;1-.. ,','. ' ,'-... ,l
r i ,,',:i ir i ,lt1 .

>futtt&r)tdt5

n: Asnett
tN Zet0d

ibonr /c:9 i,t: i,21 i7, .tis r'.,-1.-l ,ii.'"rt'l-i'1.1 f'cr Asq'ria as i;he:i,trlr'a r1i''':t:.ili-1.,
t-lisintegrated. i.:agggg i:'3vrif,:;ii i:lic ilrscpotatd.an hc:ne1anci. "- ;g{gl! l'-:-:ird i-';':'::
one ond of t!-i.e a.rni:i"re to thi: r.:'i;tierl Then, in 621, a fS:rai rcvolt, i.n Cerlai: ,:r:ughi
the Calah Qpasty of iisqr,"rian lrinf:s to an end. And finalI;', of cc,llr:se-. in i,-iz
j{inev.:}i fell. to t,!re 1.iedes a:-,C it:ialdeans nrr$.xg i}re official t.lnC of lh: Acq,'ri.c'.
-:rr.rire I l:'cLef -1:i, tir.,''r, rhis i.:i tlrc.picljgg__gf__tlt-i_!glcei:.o5.ttg i'6,1iires rii' 1,?r.Lr,i:t:r

Asryria. .;mqr:i-c-E- f I
_:*,2_,iE-i7?Afrbi t a J' {,zd ea

tiibh biris !:ac:kgrou:r(i-t;:r-.1srryrG-fi r[nC; 1ic ]i:r:f proccCr, "n"l Lr.+;-!i,iir:- cj
;lte iilal rise rnrl fal-l-.rr'1r.ri.;''i,:rnia. Th,: fi-fber;rbh ru].,::: iir i,iLe,Bab71 ,:n.r;.r:r J*-:-,1

l-tst is ilgbrmolgsq.u {:',2.'-.'(:,C1.\, l;itc lat.irLr:'"g|.ij"iX,.}g:l!r'r::;j! -.*a 3;=X. .i; .;a;-r i' L..urin; th,cl;ii..i-i-i-l:ahopc1l.is.:r, os iht,- :irj::ecf.rent si;lrr' l.rill 'r11,,,'.J: ''--:t '.i.c

i\ss,.r'r,ian irrpi:'e lyoa!l-;r:.-l i;s iastl The rr:j.Sl of liabopoil.ls::il:'i:u'.1-i.ns',,::ii i"i,
'i:r-r1!*" call bhc Nec-Cirairlean or iieu-BabyLonian i;rpire" 'iiri: pri;r::d, il:cn ! )-'.;

t,o 539 6neonpasso's the fcigrs of iho last fi''re n:-lrrs of sncieni ,lirina:'" rt.. r- of'
ti::n Babylon-i.an, r,rhicfr n4ri actul-l.ry i:e.7i,3yi;d as a dynasLy ijistiscr iri':T- ii..;.,-':-
vicus fcurbeen nrlers in iirs lrin;1 .l-ist cicsignated i3abyion If. Ti:cs;3',:.r-'.':rr
nerk the last period of f.l.ourisiring of Babylcni-a.

in 625
j11tsr the cloa'bh/of iiandalruru, the rrrler ap1:cin+"eC W As$rr-lanina1, 1 r-ATilf,

c::i.sted in Babylcnial Assi,ria tricd to bcJ.ng ihe Bahy1on.::-insi t:i:rrlrr c.::ti';l L:lL

l:rJ only tcnpc,rsr1,. slrcco::s$ L'rit of l,!re sirug;1e l{abopol.es:ar t}.t1v-}i[i;ci f,,s:-.-':.-'';;-

lish hj,rsc,lf as i:in; i5 larylcn, The yeil's fc'.ilo';i-:i 625',.t:t'z ii11ci. ''r!f,,1 r"r'"'':

5,rt1.rren Asqlria and liabonolasseu, rlui'ing 'lhicir borcler leg.l-ons 1,rcr.i :ai,.'n :nr:i. r';.-
iiiken. The lissyrians, ht:',ierr,:r, l{r)r{) ,-)J1t'sr';d j-n a lcsirrg 5i:rtrg311-rl"

I'j':dian arny
A sc,:c.nrl cer.rrv of Assrrn:i:r i"'ls fr- iff.:' ihr: leaCcrsriin r'i ,-.-jl:I ::ig=l

! {L?/r5Bt+). 'iltrc Ass;n,ian ).-i:rg, liirrJs11.1-:ish*":.ur (62?"-612), !.ii'.e r:irl-e 'uo Lclci
Eyac"rcrs off for scvcral l,r3ars i:rrl c.:u-lo :rot drive his iorc,;)i iMQYr ?hc ^issyria'
.,-rlitarir no lorrgr:r i,n.i c:;."r-rd 11te e.sr.:ruhcl-nj-nq zupe::ioril,y it iiarl i-n ihe p:rst!

7^tfee-VENTtort

oF ,ftte 
",,."]li ffi:r:1"*;1ff":l;":;::"::l*d:#.,"3t";r jiifitk ,'1: [;l,IHi i;,:

II^OCS ii""*, and exacted i:-ibute iron titerno T.,-: t.!rj-s::iiuation the Ass.'-rj,ans cmc-1,u:':C

art a.l-iiance r.ri',,ir Egy-c,t bui ib trnved. usel.rsse Thcn, in 61/r, ti'lc ll;-"ies t,-srtllc:--.
arC ccl".quercd Assur'r:hich, a1o:rg lrith lllleveh e.rd Calah, was ont of tie lit:cec
rcyal cities of Asryria. l.labopolassar can€ idth his arnq; to hr:ip tho i'iedcs lli:
e.rived only after tl:e ci{r had been iaken. }{o',rerrerr at t'his '"jne Jgbolo-1a;!g=-
a:rd cyaxeres nadg g &ntlg!_tre.g_b. -qf slli:r:cg The doom of Assi.ris .ri3s sj.gl'3g:

///
lL-ec



Batry'lorla froa 1939 to 539 con*"inueC Page 21

the fighting ccu:tinued fe tbe next two years. &9, in 613, botb the Medes
and the Chaldeans beseiged NlnevehI The clty fell fu the mca:th of Auguet. Calab
Ed colfapsed FeZf ; A.serr wes ta}<en in 611+i and nou Nineveb, the third and la'st
rcyal cLty of Ass;rria, had been cmquered. & was looted srd corspletely destroyed,
never asain tg be rebuiltl The propbecy of Nahun describee the crashing fa1] of
![i.neveb I (Recall that the city of Nineveb uas regardod as flctLonal until areh-
aeologr r&correred lt in 1845, prcrvidiag a great proof of the histeical accuarac,lr
of the Biblet)

?he last vestLges of AssJpier pq;er sputtered on for a fev inore years. Assrrn-
ubaLllt II (61b608) set up a finaL Assfrisr reJ.gn Ln Haran far to the nest of
Niaeyeh. But trr 609 NaUopolassar uas able to take Harae, fonclng Asnu-uballlt
to flee. Trx 608 As$.rr-uba.11tt atteupted to retake Haran uith the ald of t'he Egtp
tians but rms unsuccess{Ll. After this eveat he disappeared froro hlstory| Thus,
after the fall of Nlneveb in 614 tfis fnl] of Harm in 60pr qrd Assur-uba]-11tts
fallure at recorclrest fu 608, 4gg4& ceased to exlstl

The Asslplan
thern Asgnria md
Babylcmia.

Nebuehadnezaccntinued the
retun:od honc to Babylm.

@lre ms divlded betweerrr the Batylonians and the lrledeel nor-
Cnatoilia r+ere taken by the l'ledee rdri].e the south became part of

Nabcpolassar, by sr.rcCessful nllitary ccarquest, uas thus able to elevate Baby-
lsnia to the positicar of top pol.r€r tn the Near East. In the latter years of his
evertful reign he sas ably assisted by his fanous son, Nebuchadnezzer. &rring
the years 6O7 and 606 they cortinued fightiag the fgptian arr4y that had aided
Assrr-ubal]Jt, the battles taking place ln the region of $pia. ln the e?t:'J?fr*fyear

assarf- d.w;crolm prince defeat,ed tbe Egrptiars *: -/
andfanous battle of Carchenisb. remrants of the Egrptiar arry uere pursred

annihiLated near Harnath crr the Orcarteg and, afber thj.s event, Nebuchadnezzer lftts
eventually able to conquer aIL of $trla.

In Algust of &t+ ltrabopoiaesar died and Nebuchadnezzor returned to Ba['lo: to
ofTiclally bocoqr-!ri;^gt1c-cessor. t[o roior g;$ I'letuchadnezzer Epanned 4? rtears
rrqtr @4 !9 Zq#+ffihg peak gg. !8, Neo-Babr'lonlan hntre. ltre rnain avents
during this tl-nd nay be listsd as follous:

1. Ttre Babylcarian crytivity of tbe Jer'rs.

2. The 13-Year seige of $re.

3. Ibe conquest of !:SrPt.

t. The seven years of Nebuchadnezzerrs lnsanity.

lbe captivity of the Jeus nry be gurmrarized as foLlorls: Betueen 604, and

585 Nebrrchadnezzer nade uar with the lGngdon of Judah. Tbe Jeus uere not suc-
cessf\rl 1n any of thejr battles rvith the Batylmrians. I:r the flrst yegrF 9f
this r*ar, Netruchadn ezzer carried away the rnaj orlty of the Jevs fbcn Judah to
Babylcn.' The group r+irich iacluded tho orcphet Daniel was taken b 60l+ (Danlel
121-2). Jehoiachin, his fani\y, entire staff, and all tbe leaders of Judah
rere talen fu' 596 (rf Kngs 2t+21u-^16'). At tho end of the uarl in *7-585,
Jenrsalern lras bssoiged and taken, Zedelciah uas captured aad his eyes prut ottlr
md a1I th" JSgg, oicept those under Geda.tJah, rrcre finally carried to Babylo:l
ReadEeEoffi If Kings 25. And ov' n those under GedeLiah firrally fl,ed Pal-

/?5
Ti- 3\

estine. This lras a comnleto captivity t



i:':.'-.;: ,;r;' .i

By th,: {ear l:7'.: i.e'br:cha,Jn *z'zcr r,ras in contt,:tjtpracticir.l3; t;he c,rLiJe i'luar
:--'estl Babylclrler i-i.i:.J Assfria ",.;''li'e his, he had taken cr,'cr $rr.'L,':, irrdet: a':tl Pale>.
tine had cnne rrnCer nis pot{cr -- a Eirost enplre! But Effi! stj.l.I rer:,,iicd" 1'his
farnous aacieni nabict: 1;s5 pext on the conquest list! i

lj;:bucnacuie:1 :.:r!s ilgyi';bian cril;rp:rign bc;an Ln 57O rrj.'iii il ,r: ;rc;il l'-'r:y 1:',:';..';r:li:i'
pres.ant at fbe frc,nt, Tira fi.r';t skirr.tish.;s raet wi-th such trrj.l-j.iani 5i.ic:i),'ii,r ridr-
.lvcr, ihat iho king lcft the can;-raign in bhe hands oI'his able genelals r,irile ire
::e,t--irrc.1 iic,r,re to D:i;;rlq1* fi:.e coequest of Egpt took just !:hrae full ye:rs *
5"i$:,67. L,r t,he caieirdar year of 567-566 lbs dcstnrctir,:-.r. oi: EXC* li19 slj.tklil
Rrnlaoh igasis iras scni: j,rto e;rj-l-c to the ielord of C;prrrs, r"lre l;1,''pt'ir::: p+r;',:1cr

!L,r? ir,:pcrti:d i';:om tiieir honcl,and'

This ,,ras fo.llour:ci tr;r 'i;he fanious 3p :rcarEt 4ggg]"gg rs prophr:sici iri:c"'-l

t,.re year 57O irS tho proph,;t i'lzckicl, ctrapters 29 and 30, Tii': 40 years crrle::ei
rhc period,567-5n. 

-During this bj.me God sent a terlible drairg;ht cn iest Jr:*
:.i.-.a, Rainfal-I ceasedr tlc yalll fJ-o'"led iA the i'liIe t ?he land l'Ias :jn i.'ru:cirsa
anci cry that wild beasts Euliil'l-ffivi-tEFel--Tg/lpt l'ias absol'r''-!e1x- tnLi ccr:-
pf,;telv desolate -- a nc4--g{is}3nt ggligg, f9r 3f-1 practical purpcs':sl lilhe_

prr.,-,hclies of the gi$'f;-ffic agijn teen .n:filled ! This evc'nt naz'I-cd ilrg 3.gi,i"::'':.

_q irrigg. Fbom i;his ti-ne foiuarci Africa has been a !ac.@ na!ii"-a on !t.e .;or'r;

sccrre I

llebuciradnezzer ha.l retrrrrred home before the Srptian cam-pai.F3 :"Jas cr/ef,e 'lx.li,

ire did aot ccntinue cn the throre to see i.t conpleLed. llis reiqr r'las irit':r:'.r-"tr:d.

;1r:.,U"h.qdn3g?"I begege ifg.4,g: !

'i.'h': ,;ior;, is told in Dlnlef 4. Prcrgh=c{ ';as again to br: iglig'S'l fhu
q'i;nts ln ver'scs /* thrcmXh ?17 tnper':ntfy toot< placo in thc:rear 5'/i ai'i:i''l'iira
,rrLgc of Tlrc .nd br:forc bir:: aiiiek o-f ii5,;pt, car,ncnced. Dairioi j:l:,'::'p:t'r,':'i ',!:e

astinj.sir::ri r:rd hc.rl.j-ir-l-* Crc;in iJcb'uchadne'dzer hadrtelli:rsi. iri:ir t,r'iai Lc ',;ritlil i:c

insa:ie for ,,,,ion vr:art i;ill- he learned rr{:iiab.tlio :r'-ost.l!.:l: I9l.3g in i:iic liL:ri1d':;r

cf ren, and givcs it to -,fiomscover ih rdlll (iGse e5)ITo[1"1-cc,rq-'J-ci'-'d iij"s l:-; i;-i
interpieLaticlr Uy fcffing Lire iri-ng to rcn;)r'tt of his wrys! l'iobj.co ihis;'oint in
.!{t 3e Z/ .

fut, of course, bnj-ngs ucre i;o5:rg toc ',.p11 for this r.nr'1cl :-"r1'-r tc ci:*:qtr
iris irays, In 57O, is alrcady recounted, ite 

-begae, 
his nilitn.qf ciinii3.r.3n agai-e'c

fgf..-t. it oru" so st1cc.--ssft:1 thali $r the g;rd of i;i:e;rcar he haC l'i-t'rrnccL hc;is:
trlr.t" iira ,:nd i-rf tr,ieirre llonti',.s !r,: valked i'r tlre palace of bhr; lri:r;'lc;ir :'i' jr:'ir-,'-:"'vno

T5e ojrg,..saj.cl, rls not tiris gr'r:at Babl'lonr- bhat I lis;c bii!-l!..y:g irl..p:5.:i *-.
-H. p!]trIr ancl flr bhe ironour'-oi gU gi:+lgti" f.ver3eil9-36|f clii"[s-5- llel'u-
Eii"Ei|i-*r.!g: not i:ivins qd g4t gF![-ior his successes al i,his coint!

26
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w"tn "fftl:* ?1":::: ffirifT:',:5 niu5*t;""31 :*J.;Xf,;ru::ffi",
ruler in the vorld became llke an r:ntarned beast. He ate grass, his hair grev
longr his fingernails becane like birdsl clausl

Actually Nebuchadne?,zer $as a tvqu gf all Gentile rulers. Hls seven years
of inssrity lllustrated tbe seven tlmes (2520 years) of Gmtile rrrle frm his
day ti1l ths return of Chrlst. Jesus ca11ed this period the ltLnes of the Gen-
tilestt (Ulre Zl:41. It irnchrdes the four great norld ruli:rg empS.res (natytcariat
trledo-Persian, Greek, and Ronsr) and the eeven revivals of the Rorna trWire, the
Gentile mlers throughout bistory heve behaved Like beasts because they have ccar-
stantly rnade war t Tbey have not repenbed or achrovledged the power and dordnicn
of God- But Cbiist rdlI change thls uhen He returnst

. lnd NehrchadnezrcT dLd reallze the qopr-grd _greatnass of God after he re-
gar.:aed his sensos. Notice verses 1-3 and 3b37 of Dariel L These seeticn:s shss
that Nebuchadnezzer uas reporting his ercperiences to all tbe uorld g& hls
perlod of i.nsanity ended (%21. He diil come to recognize the nrlership of God

and he renderod Hin pralse and honort This pictures thc ultj-nato surrender of
Gentile mlers to the mlership of the Al.rnighty God at the end of the trtjles of
the Gentiles.rr

The period of the reign of Nebuchadnezzer vas 604-561. This spar of ti-ue
l:rcludes ihe seve,lr yearst Snsanity * 56%562, lhus for seven years somecne had
to 3rr1e Babylorla in hls pLace. $ecifical\y r*ro tlris was is not recorded. Notice
also that the Bible account of Nebuchadnezzer ends rdth the csrcluslon of Deniel
4, Chryter five picks up twmff-tno years later ln the reign of llabonidus and
Belshaziar. Notlce also that his reign is reccrded as ending jrt 561, the year
after he recovered hls nind. l{hether or not this is the year of his death ie
not lcror,n. Ilouever, it does not seern likely that he should die so soon aftet
learning the grcat lessqr he dld. Nevertheless, at this point the story of the
end of Nebuchadnezzetls life remains unh:ottl.

To ggnnarize: &e relgn of l{obuchadnezzer narked the pianracle of the great-
nesE of the Neo-BaWlonlan Ernpire. ft lras a period of prosperitlrr hrildlngr ard
resotretion. ALnost all the palaces and tenples excavat"d ty archaeologists irr
Barylon date from this tjme. Tx short, Nebrrehadnezzer nrade Batrylon the greatost
city of the ancient vorld t He bdlt the farnous Ishtar Gata, ultb hlgh to'wers cE]

euc-h side, decorated rdth figures of aninaLs made fboru brightly colotu{t_91:"u9..
tllesn Witfr:n thls gate uere ereeted tier after tier of roof-gardqrs filled r.rith
gxotlc trees and plants. These uere tbe faraous t{laerging Gardens of Bab5rlca:n -cal.led ty the Grelks oro of the nseven Wondersn of the ancient world t Bear in niad
that this is the setting in rfiich Daniel, the servant and prophet of God, lived
and vorked and vrote. Ju"t as Joseph in-ESDt, Daniel r+as placed by God at the
focaL point of vorld pouer in h-is dqv t

The Final Deleat of Batrvlonia

the relgn of Netmchadnezzer narked the peak of Babylorlan porer. But, d.th
tbe sad of his ruLe in 561r the record of history shous that @ faIL of sngleni
Fabvlq|ia ms corlq 33f9-ggg aTryt Hlstory anryly illustrates the point that ieac-
r{tg nFtiong gge_often. at th.ejr qleatest Just bo_fore thev coll-aose t

n7
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lc ;l.i crnijruecl T'aGa ?:-

::ri:.'.:1cr: -:iss to !:sve ir.ree:iore r-ui.eri, Lciors ihe ::rd ln 539" Thc r]r-r-'-i
. -i::r.: ,iasi li:lse lcngs ua;l i:i;i,:i*iiarCrrii lihc.Ls beitei l-;ror,n i:y'th,: Bir:.tj-rr-1.

,...r,r rf his nane, F**i*fc4g'jb, I{is sirort,':cign i:;f tvo }"ss::s is cir:teC 5'ii*
' ,,. ;1,':f:ing is icro'.:,- o.rl iij.s reig:'r ci;tside ,:i ihc fa-rt reco.r'aed j:r tlie Bilie
',.,,i:.,-iL1 irardcareC iai:c:-:rcirin and t'est'ored Lr.l:ii bo an lion,:-cabl-e staius itI lt'ngr
,ll. :.r,?-;"L) * ihat i..ast fcnr v'3rscs of the boci"li.

lve.l-*iierCach l,ras succeeded by i:is brother-in*1alr, ancther jjttle-,morn
-,.j.:,--: r:,ensci Fergal-shar-usur. He reigred fcrrr ;.rears, 55*555, Archaeolory has
11l,ir;oyorcd a.:'*'.; i,hii:gs al:out llergaLshdr-ilslrr i:rcludjlg tire fact that he con*
-1':.--1,,;d ;;,i:.i-i.r,alrr ca:r:laign !r Cilicia. lie:i.s not rr,rnti-cned i-n iire Bi.bl,r.

.:.:.) tr-r:its ,1o'Lhe i,hrono oj'l-,ha last Bab;,'lcnien lrl-er i'l.lustrates lhg shilr;e

t:'.:.:t- r; l. l..j:r, J;::'5.'ai.-sh3f-ui:illl ..*rs Labahi-i"i:rd:-ii:r a mi:lor. But J:c never iived i-,c

' ) ,'.'r:,, ,,,lTr;ne l I{e w3s 1q$.sgilrq!9d *t 555 iinci g lf$.Il:.il, irqbg$gs, se.iar:c
',..,. \... J i

,la;-,:-,niclus.. i,ire final ru.1er in !ab1'ronian iiisto.ry' reiSnecl f'or 1/.:2-;reers
!:',:;, jj'-' to 5j;r" Iicr,;rcverr hs was nc.:b the sole rul-lr of ';he re4]ri i.n its l-asb
i.r;'.:, j:: hj.; ;it::d lisar '{552j h'J nade i-rls e;l-dest, sc;rrn Eel.sbilzzarr s6r-3t),-je11'h

' r, '.'-',tq ?h:i.r- rxi:1a5nS'..,'ny:lslShaZaar j.i i:::r:se6 lr,ri'[ aS fil:'!-::St k-i,ng Of FaAy-
l,.r i-rr l'aLriel 5o

", r;;r:t r,a*n neii;i az"ai was kilieci. Daniei i) i:r frrairia ite i:ap'bured I'"-voe

,:s;,:b1:sheC a 1a'rrisir head"quarters there i.h,ii:h i:rcluccrl a pallce siraJ.lar to
!.1r ir] ii6l4r.'1 tn. Ilo'trsed Terna as a base cf cpcrirtir:ns .ior fl'r:'thcr c<r.gtiests

r.rnci

tr-re
irr

' : .; ii:: n bj.i?tl l Ji)i111)sula.

',.iii,i: liel..ron-idus occupied in Arab-la and ]lalshazliar at horne in Eabylo:l ?llp.rrclri,--ly
ileliia;.(] rrf the erdvr: da:,gers th:it tlrreatenoC tho rualrn, j;hg.- P'baFe wis sil 

=f?f 
ahe

-frEt,]iiffic'rrq'r"itssincetirestartofthereignofi'labca:idus.$y!!".e$.l}
,:l \39 he r,.'eli r,:triy bo take Bab"trlcla !

o(
" 

',i' 
" 

r+' I

.-n4



Basr1ania lbo 1938 t'o 539 cqrtjnued Page 2J

Final Cmments

Here are sone vital po5'ts of inforrnaticn . i,,-' 
J*tt/'13+.!:* '

oven-all history of Babylo:ia:

1) tle kingly ljles in Babylcuria differed froa those in Egrpt i1 that. tl.l" .
Babylonian rufeii d,id not clai-n- to be'pari of the sane blood lIne. Ttre Babyloaian
rulLrs did not care uhether they rere bfficia[y related to crtre another or not'
Babylonian kj:rgs ,ea,tr,ed po..,e? .' through ccarqnest. Intermarriage uas not
regarded "" " iu.Jssary step ln abtaining rcyal status. h EEPtr the. pharaohs

11ere very concerned abtut tire fact that tbey uere the descendent's.of the rrgocis'

- that is, relabed W bloui to the eiginal rulers Islsr'Oslris (Serdrarats and

Nlarod), *a Hor:us. ihus they c}:ng to the trarlitioa of having to interrnarrSr
r?f

q-35

DmleL 5:30 reccords the fate of Belshazzar !r concise tems! n& tbat nlf$
uas Belshazzat . . . S,.LIN lrr

Other hlstorj.cal sources reveal how the Med,o-Persian a:rry took BabyLcn ar
that fatef\-l night in hlstory ln October of 539 B.C. Xea:qhcnr, the Greek hls-
toriar, reeorded that r*rsr Gynrs_the Great, king of Perila uho ras lead5lg the
anqf, reached Batrylor lrL 539 bg dtg chaur.el.q to 4ivelt_tlre_r.mtor .of thp Bp@-
$1g- qlver virich flor.rsd u:rdr:r EgEt",g g!-4. +E g[ Bgbnrlcnl Than he and tJro

l,tredo-persian amffi@sEFpeffili-:ffi Ee-r'mT"ffi'ss ritter bed, 9t"pt
qnlotly tiu.ough Lhe gatos of the cifft and rushed t-o the_palace dlere the dn:nica
fLest las ta!.ing place. Upon reaching the palaco vhone B-eLshazzar had seen ths
handroriting on Inl waU (eri:parent\r Be1s!:azzar dicl not yant to call off the feast
*a tf,trs disappoint the itrlirsuta Lords dospito this niraclo), thegr I'hru!. fut
and, rgr$ring-lhose nho f1ed,, a1d dsqllng blolrs arnorgst then, carp uP to thg
kittft,'eurd fcfrr4 h& fn a staiding posture uith his slord d!atn'... rt Xgngnhcnr

thei'rrrote1. "fufl qastered lsln Sust as kricl said, BeLshazzar uas slaj:rt

Ore apparent, p.oblqn shcu-ld be e:cplained in this ccnrnoctico. Histcay.recor{s
trrat 6nri"*a-lii"-Jnq/-Eoot Bairylcn. 'Iet Danial 5231 states that |Ep!g€*+g-L{ede
took tire kingdon at thl age of 72. Xonophor zupplies thr-ansr,rcr. After Batyior
had grccorabea to the t{eaifersian forceq. Cynrs ssnt to }"ladia to visit hLs unclet
p""i.i"-aJ;" carled 65raceres). tJhiJ.e ther-e he reguested that Darius occqty Balflon
for a year 1hilu nu (by*s) returned to Parsia to sce his fatber. So it was ibat
ffifigffi_;rear Cyzts nas ;ritn his father jn Pereigr his urcl9 Dari'us was nnade

fr*p**d llng -orror the realn of the Chaldoansn (Daniel 9:1).- F:"r 4EgE qft,et

3E L?g&1[, Cfris the persia: led a victo4p march 5:rto coacirerod Baby1ccr. (Read

$g.ffi311 of thp Bible geEi$!ry.)

The dowrfaLl of the Babylcnriullrnpire in 539 narked the end of the sewnff
yoars of captir"iff of the Jeus viro had been carried away r:nder Nebuehadnezzs*.-Cy*", the icing of FersLa, as prophesiod ln lsaiatr l+521-l+ sme 200 years be.foret
rulau it possible for the iews lo returr to Palestjne. He issued ar edict that
tJre captS.ve Jer.rs corrld, return to Jet:usa3.em std reUuild tbe Temple of God (II
Chror. 36'2?-23; Era 1:1-2).

In October of 5391 thm, the Last dynaslf -of ancient Babylor carne to a ha1t.
Nabcaridus, Lhe faifrlr'6f guf'sha?,2,{, had rushed to the scene fbcm ArabLa 

"dth 
his

anry afbei CVru" had entered Babylor - but Lt uas too late I Ho ms easlly de-
fealed and his tufgr ended. $rd cnce-grcat lleo-Batylsnlan reaLn g abso.rbed ig@
the Persian Esqlira !



tsabylcria i.:'cn 'l:t)3 t'c 519 continued ?age 26

to acquire roya'l status. This procedure was not follou'ed in Babrylcaria lhere
a conglaneration of i:ecples l.ived.

2) T-n ancient tj-mes there uere cities other than those from which lle fjxd
dynasties rccorced. Bcsidos irisi"5lrech, Ur, Awan, Isln, Larsa, Babylor and
ti:c oti:,;:"s ncntioned..in thcse cirapters, there were additional cities and touars
in thc arsa drich have J-cmg since been Iost. Only lmovledge of those citles a1d
dSnasties necessarTr for understanding the orrerq]1 histori of the area haE been
prcslrved or uncorrercd.

3\ Draving an analory r.rith a ncdern situation will help us rrtderstand the
situation in ancient Shinarl Tho uars that we-nt cn betr.pen Kish and lir'';ch sld
Isin and Larsa nay be compared to l,ic,nrovia wrring rrith Arcadia or Pasadona
fighting r*ibh Lcrng Beach in the Los Angi-esd aroa I These u'erc sma1l city-states
vary close to ono anothor and their comparatively petty strlggles realty did
not have a world-wide impacb.

/r) A list of tbe !g;g dynasties j-n Babyloni4 fron 2254 to 539 helps
clarify this portion of ancient h5.story. _ Tho mgior dynasties rere Brech I
tiilt-tgxl, il" r (is28-1657), ETg"h fi (167t-1632 

-.Lusat-zasgisi), the
g"not llmaiiy of Akkad (1632-iL3€), tit" cr1!i Qrnasty.(153r1tr1o), Erech.\- 

-(faro-tlo3 - utuhegal)r Ur III (1t+oT.1?86), Jsfn I (llol-lwf)r. tarsa (1306-
jo,ta), mlyr.'rn 7 1t\tftt9), rsin Ir (gt%7n), and Babylor ir (7t+7-539).
Thsse- t';elve dynasties r.pre the donrinsnt'o1es in their particr:1ar eras i-n

Babylcn:ials h5.story.

5) Italy of the 15th-_cgnQgy i.s--+uaqilv conrparable to ancieqt Babylcniat
.A look at a nap of Tta\y'!;-1':-- 'v€rr'lbhows that the area uas divided into
ganX indepenCent city-s1,sges just lite Shinar lras - SavcT/r Genoa, l'{ilan, Venicet
ffiun*o, and othors ! hd, just as in ancient flfilarr these citl'-str"1e arcas
waretl with t:ach other. There las gg u:nitv - ndicibT-stats had the porler to
dorninate the r&o1e €.ro6r t'his uas tho same situation that had existed jn sorthem
l.iesopota.uria as tho previous pagos havo shorcr.

5) Ancj.ant Batrrrlcn:ia. therr, raqy bc compared- to JIgLX ln nore recent history
r,tritc isryria tray-6E-@d 'd.tfl cgirnanTl Ttris is a-Eey concept to !9"1 j.:n nind.
Ar,"i"nTffi-ar, ih"n, had the sane@ecE cn the world in its dry ?s Italy. has.

had i,' no4ern tirnes 1- conparative\y iittle I As in modern timesr -Assyrla has bad'

a 11mtcn greater uorld influqrce. ftalJ has alr^rays plryed a Jnore ninor ro1e. $riaar
was a sna11 aroa of the uorLd that, for rnost of its history, tlas ueak, dividedt
ancl confused. Oriside of Sar6gcn ad the fanous Ak'kadia.r Qynasty, nore of -the an-
cient city.-s1,strss had a.ry potu"" and co'atrol to speak of beycard the area of southerra

MescpotarnialFrc? ra n)c- *' NtflcxAailctr€l'

7) Cgnpared, to Israel, f,Srpt, ard AssSmiar-Babylonia ls the.leaFt ineoflal
area !n the history of the lncGit'r.ros'l-d. yet fristoi'ians apparent\y-hou more-about
and sponrl .more tirne studyiag3 -' f .iiabylonia than its significance lrarrstts. Tbe

bitle of a recent book iifustiates this: T1\o Greatness tha.t was Babvlm. -!'he-pointis that Babylcar (rncaning I3a'lrylonfg) hacl v'.ry ffi ereatrress. tn ttre Dible God

hos v,,ry litt113 io 
"a.'f 

ni:out-it Ecopt for thc roign of lfcbuch"dps2f;crr Agajn tlto
scitoiri"ly uca.]-cl illuslla',:,,.'r; :its Lalort l't-tt' trr:isir-laccd cmphasisl

r

',ltry study liahYlcnil at aJ1?
dual.in11 r^ritir tiris arr'la aurl l)r-rccltlj;:
t.,rlentod i1 1cllri,.i'.'n t;r' lhr: llible.

#O rd.c'I.u, the siuri;; r.rf ol'r;is srtci: as

a7-r{^

ll-irilil"r llr;c,lr-tse lrisborj.ans do spcnd so rnrch tine
i i' i s i.r:rnrrrl,n;rt, 'i;o i.,-,,t, t,hti story ctrronoloii.i-call'y
ifLr'r', ir'i 'rrt1 <:r)lt3j.r i '1'-].;1;' ll:lCj.cnt hi;;'rc.lf.:f as a

.,,,;.'^:,i',' i'-nri. it;g.,' ri.a is r,nic!r nc'ro,rer'rartlinfi I
na4^l,tt:.rl ApD

i
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Ig*."f"g.g j.hs glrqoolffY of Anclent Asrvrla lg S€ven Basic Steoe

In Cheptcrlr 1J end 1/+ of vo'lu.lo me of the Corpendhr.sr h. Hceh has correct\r restoreC
rhs chscno^ogr of Asryrip in 7 loglcal stepa. These steps revoLrrc ercund certaln p1r
cial. cjetes - 612 (608)i (91i 6q2, 1A58r 93O;12a:3 2006; snd thea the dates 1179 srd
11'1t-*7) jr relatlcn to 1181 *riob ls tbe onding dato cf tho Flrst llojan ]lar,

$!g,-Org,: Page 2t$. llls.L:[st of later.AsSfrtan kingg of IEeTe! is correct\y dated Ln

ffElE[cry books. ft erdg )n 612 (or 608) rrith tbe fal1 of-NEemh (Aszur-ubal1lt II).

SEp_Arc: .ra ftre sectlcxr llftro lms $re'lrn6qlsser?n-pp. z%-n1-Dn. Hoeb establishes that
ffimese:. ntbe Oreatr (III) ad Shel-ur€sreeer V rnre oaralleJ. srd tbat tbe folaer iiwd
(reigned) ?3!?oo B.c. tr}.cn thlg poLnt for tbe stalt of the list @ pp. 301-302, Df.
Hoeb-restcres tbe dates of tbe lgra*rs of Calab j-n tbe period 73r(21. A revolt ended
the Clah 1:ae lr €L (p. Jt)2, bottoo). 14,1s ls orly the last irart of the Calah ll.ne.

Stgt thregi Pp. 3OT3OL+. thls llst
tEe vry Eack to 1058r ccorpletlag tbe

Step_Farx: The 1j.st fof, Calah q pggg f04.shous r shalo-up,in the yeer !p. Thlsbreak'r
G":EE6T,.g Assyrlm lclng llst (rfrfcu ls thorght by btstorians to be ccnseortlve) pro-
vides t"ho 

s tartlng polat f cr tbe datlng of tbe latter half ,:f the lggg list (pp. J10-
311). rUe'lftffidaE o2 B.C. vitb a grear }raT in Babyl,a:ia (prg.., 311, botton).

Stsp FYvs: Ttris ftfth step coters a gr€at perlod of t:-me frta 20O6 dtr"n to 816 D.C. Tbe

ffiT1ori;h1gsrea(pj:.31u32o)isfrq'rthec1assica1writer,9j99lgE(readpp'
j16B to 31t; carefi:,l]g I ). .lpparentlv these kJ:r;;s r,rleci in Assur flrsl; ad later ln Nine-
!€b. fre .lst b",$G vfth ilorua c'r Gilganesli (HJ.rayas) anrl Arioch (Arlus) lbo vas slain
by Abral.ran (cen. il"). ltre two baslc cates of 2oo(' sd l9jt are alroa4y established
ircrn ctber scurces, as nel.L as 19681 the yocrr of llon:sf rlcirrth. (Ibe perlod fro 2@6
back bo 22,1+ Ls cu.rered la Chapter Tuo of vol. tvo oi thtr Cc,rupmditrn--the nrlers l€re
isu1.er.ls, isshnrro $em, N.Larod od Cusb going jl re'versa crdor back to 22y*.) tle_tirre
ends l:r 81o B.C. 'dtb the irltlal revolt of the l'{edes (p. 32O, bottco). Soe page 329

,ftr tho platlorahip of the prophei Jcrrah to this period. A11 A-ssyria "qlld bavrs fallenl
at thls tj.ps haC r-,bt Ni11ewh repmtedt Be $!r€ to noto, on pag,e J1J, tbo-date af 11J8
for Sernlranls It (Att,osa). Befggrc iiod in bhe year'1tiJ+3'-/;l (tttrnbera 31 t8) and sbe took
owr hls rollFlcn:l offlc"e (h;-iEs-the head of the lgsterl'Religlcn tn-tbat dry). In
1{28 sbe ai"" "e., to a po.l;t.ttcqL ofii.ce (torsd the bottcn of p. 319).

H,:if,.cg nsg tbat Steps Six srd Seveo ars based upctr variot datlnge vlthin thls lcng lLst
fiftlteeLas. In oiber ncrds, tbls l:lst serws as I trspring-boardn ir rostoi:rg tbe re-
nejede:" r.f tbe Ass:nrlsr chrcrrolory.

€!gB_-Sl{: ?be brlef Llst of 'Ccntouporary Kingqt gn page 3?3 is established iit i!9 gtart
ru-as trplalged cn pago 3?T.tbad lt caref\.rJ.!y. ?hon tbe, egdinF date of 1058 ts
t'ne]tri,Jng iete fcr thl Cafan 1{n6 (!3sk cn page 303-St.:p Tlrreo abone).

gier, .Se*ni Rer.e r.rs regtore tho last llgt lrhich ls tho fi:.s! half of the Assur ):lae (Step
d-.fc;r sbo-rej. Ustng the glx rnlsslrls :iesrs as s link (bc'ffioffi 323) tb;;Fiod cf re-
vof-. ol 11?4-11?3 is establithCd;-Reid page 321+ cgrefullyl i'lcte tbai 1174 aleo c*ks
qhe L'€$.br,n-rng of the Flrst Qpasty of Ba\r1m (rcfer trach io page 281). AIso nollce-
i,bls I s wz17 fuportsrt t-that 117/111?3 b rlgbt efter the lllrsrt lboJan l{ar nhlcb endsd
in 1181. In thls va1. tho Greeks defeated tho tlojans. the Assyrlans, ubo uere nlllsg
of 'lrcy, nrro thu,s aleo defoatedl I?ris set-back causoi a tromendcme lntenrd upheaval
back hcnae:l Asayr{a re+rltlng ln thl.s s}ake-up ln the {mrrstiosl tre end of ,thl.l pcr'
ticn cf lj,rrt for ,tsn11: (p. :ee) ties ln vlth tire date 93O rrrd ltrlal-nasl.r If (Iook back
af pnge 3to), Irus aIL thn nr-1ers of arcient AsqrrLa ara loglcdJy dated by these nay
ltter-locldng and ruutually oupporting proof e t

ifl

glws tbe E@SES.E of
entlre Ilst for the Ca1ah

$aI^nareser the Great elt
Iine.



lhe &cllnq sd &Il sJ As.gie

The follorring chronoJ-r;g'is6'] c'.:.tline surornarJ.zes the descerrdinp.{prli:aEs of tbe m-
cient As$.rians fron the dj;ro of tire initial l'bCisr revoli, to the fsll- of Nineveh.

(t) At0 - 
This date inarks the il"i,tig.l revolt of 'che l'bcies against thei.r

Assyrlan overlo::cjs. ilioicr-,:e SicrrJ.us recolCs in <ietai-i- bow the ibdes zuccess{\rlly
c.verihr.ev the Asryrians ir t16-the time of the prophei Joual:. One of the royal
r\ssyrian capitais at tha'u i:jrne was ai itehoboth on Lhe_Errphrates. _ Tnere the lb,les
suetessfi*qy attaclecl tlle pelson of tho lii:rg, Thoncs Conlolerus (a1so knoron as
Sar-lanapal-1us), slev bin a:i,l h-ls arraecl guards, and razeci the city. On_iy the ro-
penia:rcb of ri'ri it-jnevites saved then frorr bhe l'bdian ravages--soe the Book of Jonah!
(i;ore3 To:'qv tlie i'bcles a..:o the SLavic peaples of Eastern S:rope and ,\seia. Here ltr
errcient i,ines ii:s j'i?ies atfacl<a,.L tho Asryriars. Irr nodern tinos--19/+*bbe ltrssians
ravaged, Berlini ilistory does ropeai!)

bnnenl, In :'egard to ';ire sior1, ihat follovsr it is i.ruporbant to realize that
there uoi'e llegl ::gra1 &i-tl-e,i iJr ar.cient {sggig. One of lhera, &hobgFhr already
mentioned above, vas on the Er+fu;pte$. _ the other th'ee le_re on tbe lierit: (1-)_

liiaercb rrae the pg;6.jsg] "u-t-"ffi 
pa].gb, a nrin:ru of i'ljneveh (urio 

"arred 
iltrrud)

was tire nltita:-:a centerl arr,r (3) SS.:|IJI, nameJ afbel the great deified ancestor of
the Assyl.ians, '.+es thr3 lefig.i.a6? senterr'. Each had a dynasty of kirrgs ruii:rg fui it,
and eacL ctrnBlty cano tJ a'r en,1 cli:ring the periocl of Asslrials decUne.

n44 In this yea:' ihe Assyri.an captivity of the 1O tribes of Israel nas/r5-
oorrpletee; -it r+as a proq^.?ssi.v,: conqu,ast uhich haci gone an cvet''bhe course cf severaL
decades. "jior.r Ass).rii irt; ful:-il].eci Gc'cits pru?oser senni:rg es itis irstnrnent to punisb
s'inni:rg Jsr.aei. Frcn here ci: the decline of the ancient Gerr.an &apire r,rculd bo nore
rarid; upscrilj sr,j t'e-*'c:'ses '.,.n:u-t-.i occu'r more t':,'ec-ue;rt1y!

(Z) ZIC * r.r:rfurg tire -'ciir: cf Hezeli.air the Assr'::ians rnier t,xacherib tere a-
bcut to capt'.r.:'e Je;rselen - L-ut a f\r.i1y tbing happeneci on the rmy' to victoryj O:ns

fine spri::! norrring Serr.raci,e:"_ib r^pk.o q:,99 filrl his 1351900 soldiers deadll lhe
story is i" II i;i1ls 19 an{ Isaiah 3?. (The ier,rish t:'aclition has it tiiat this deed

of the deatb a:g;r1 too:: J,iarce cn the Passovel: night parallel5ng everrts jn ancieolt
rlgrpt I ) So )rerc r.nrs an.,ll.e:' selious irlow to Asqtrisri fortunes.

(:) ZCA - 
1n i.his 7e:::' hiic i.bies, following ti:e cieaih rf Shel'eanesei' llf rtbe

Gieairu tru,:cesrjl1j+ ci-';,i;l.el€,i a SeCffJ :'evol'l.againsb ti:e Assyrians. :L-rt irntj-l thj's
y6ar iere alL il:e i.e"ies'e.i'rr,[,]etg]:l f;gg ft'on Sq,riar cioiri.r:atj.on. iiere is a ]lttle
Lore bacl.gr.or.l:d o:r t!,:l,r.sti:';t oi ihe ile.Ces: The Greclt histcrian Ct,esias--copled out
of the asnais j3i the Pet,giur, realrs the acient histc,rics of Ass[ria anal l'bdin. Ue

begar: his c1:nsecrriiyc !,il-,:c Ll i.r,-i:h ttre last 33 f€irrs (ZCr,tt-t':lbS) of the reiq of Gil-
gdesh or llrnyr,s, I.i'g,'asl,rul i;i-,u Assi-r:ian nane of GiLf,aneshl ii6fils was-his ggrytlan

i*r". In his i,i-str::..;i i:i:esl'-,s n.r;orl t,li::',, tire iisqrl'1an potet enilur:ed 13C6 }€urs before
tha ti.ree of ii.e i'e jian i,g';c.j.r, It r,reg e::aci\'13'16 )re&rs botueen 20CtO anC ?OCr tbe
year the }bdes obfaj:red l,l,.ri:'fi'oed<xl fron Lire fiss,]"riarrs--orrl;r to lcse it agalr to
tUefr o,,tr3 rrurer.si -1i:l iire j..ibrlairJ i'bcies nolJ rcrt'bs.lnt,eo, a"'rot,h'Ji' selious bllreat to
Assyrian pcverr

Q) egZ - 
T'J:is ci:-:ie ',ilinesseC 'oi're ier'r:i-rLction of i;he royal house of the city

of r\sshr;r. uhici: ira.i ar'.isen irr 11?9 shr:::tl.y alter tlre F:'rst frt.ian r{ar (t191-S1).
Thi..s q1'nastic iina ceas,:..i :in r:92 r,rf:e;i tlre lest li.i:tgr EnliL-lerdur-ustrrr L'as liilLed
in a batiie rn-th l.:lir-' l,nss:i.les i:: Fabl.rlonia. he year 692 rdi,nesseC a great r*ar in
Bai;g.ior:ia uhich aj.sc j.r".,c.l.vr-,-r $onnaclcrib, tire eoni;ir,ncta::i risq'rjen k-!ag of l{inet?h.
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-2-

$) Sf-l - In tbe T!.ir"d Trojm 'dar, cor,tpleted i:r this Xear tha Greekg de-
feated the Trojens. D:e Asqrrlos traded ln Asia }{inor aod beLd tertltory there.
Because of thejr trading interests in the aroar md due to the vital gateray 1o-
cation of Troy on the llellsqpontr the Ass3rrians had a vital furterest in thls moLmt
ioti-cfty. tr fact, Asia lii:ror iornrad a kel part of .the g:eater Asgriaa Enplre
r.est of I'bsopotrynta. l,lhen the Greelrs attaclad into Asis }iin63, Lt becme a real
threat to Assyria. inad *ren 1,[s GreeL:s von, Isoyrian por.rer uas dealt a serioua blorrl

- 
e7 - I!1ds3 tbe fmous ldng &sur-banipal (6flg-62il the Assyrtms oJoyed

cne final naJor ecmquest, tbe deetnrction of Bgrpt I Merphls uas tah i.n 667 ad
!'oebes felt in &3.- Nev6rtheless, Assyrlars deellne continued.

(g) geo 
- Tbis date fotnd the.proud Ass3alana attenptlng to conquer &dlr.

trr tbls year Senirqn'l g III (69%6n ), qne self-stylad reS.ncamatlon gf tbe orlglnal
Scniralxi;, Ie4 Asryrlan troopg to the treciian frontler. thodo*rs. o{ Sle!!V. descrlbes
tbe batt16 :-n aeiaU ln his history of Indla. A great catastrophe befell tbe Assyrt-

iansl the troops of the Queen l€re tnnihilatedt sre fled qlmost alone frcna the bat-
t1e scenE. thrbe years Iater, rdtb pomr gsld influearce goner her {2-yesr r€Lgn aded.
This dlsaster in Inclia vas one froro rdrich Assyria never recoleredl

{Z) AZt - Qsi;rg the relgng of the last three HlBs irr calah (ASyel) tne I'r
syriaa Euplre gradua{y disintegrated.. Plafes ravagod the honeland. frslglt flsf,ed
ti-"ugU."t the longttr ana bleaqth of ths Fmipire. lhen a final rwolt tn Calah l.rr

the last yea. of Gsur-nirari V brorght the uor.nfa'l'l of the dynasty 1.lr the year 621.
1.nis is the very year that the Babylcnian Canon records a revolt srd a great victorlr
cver the Assyrian aqtr The end uas near I

(g) efZ - the yerr 612 r"ns fatal for Assyria. Both tbe lbdes ad the Claldeas
beseiged lfiArcht Tire city felI j:r the nonth of Agust. Ib rras looted ad corylete\r
Aestroyed. nover to be retnrilt I Tbe prophecy of Nahrn deselbes the crasb{ng fall of
Ninevel. 'The srcient !-sqpian Empire $ss flnlshedt
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